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DEC makes its move in the race to 
a new generation of computers 


DIGITAL EQUIPMENT Corp. 
(DEC) unveiled its ncxl- 
generation conipuicr-on-u-chip, 
completing the field in the higli- 
stakes race 10 establish basic 
technology standards for 
a broad new range of 
high-performance com¬ 
puters. 

The six contenders in 
this market — DEC, In¬ 
ternational Business Mu- 
cjiines, Sun Microsys¬ 
tems, Intel, Hewlett- 
Packard and Mips Com¬ 
puter Systems — will 
nave to demonstrate not 
only row speed, but also 
endurance, versatility 
and the ability to nego¬ 
tiate all manner of obsta¬ 
cles. 

The current competi¬ 
tion is centered around a 
technology known as re¬ 
duced instruction set 
computing, or RISC, DEC'S 
first developed in the 
early 1980s. RISC was first pop¬ 
ularized by Sun-Microsystems, 
which developed a line of high- 
powered workstations — used 
primarily by scientists and engi¬ 
neers — based on the so-called 
Spare RISC design. By the late 
1980s, most major computer 
companies were pursuing their 
own RISC designs, and were 
also coming around to the view 
that making their technology 
available to others was a key ele¬ 


ment in attracting software — 
and therefore customers. 

Hewlett-Packard was the first 
one orf the blocks, setting out in 
19H6 to convert its entire com- 



new 21064 microprocessor 

puter line to RISC. A slarl-up 
company called MIPS Computer 
Systems developed its own 
RISC design and began trying to 
persuade other computer compa¬ 
nies to adopt it. Chip-maker 
Motorola, long u major player in 
the microprocessor business, 
also begun developing u RISC 
product. 

IBM, after a characteristically 
. slow start, cumc out with a wide¬ 
ly applpudcd line of RISC work- 



Q: Whenever I copy or xcdpy 
a long list of files) about 20 Q to 
. 250 , from the hard disk to a; 
or b: on Nd diskettes, I have 
the message "Pile Creation Er- ■ 
ror" hear the end of the Job. 
The file at which the error 
message occurs is OK since It 
;can be copied individually and 
In ca$e of xcopy continuing, 
xfcopying oh a fresh diskette 
Will not cause the error. 

H this 1 a DOS error?: Could 


you please ad¬ 
vise me how to 
solve this 
problem. I use 
DOS 3.30 on 
an IBM com¬ 
patible PC. 


Maurice E. 
‘ Kallsse, 
Amman, 
Jordan. 


A: Yes, this is a DOS error, 
since^ the computer gave you a 
DOS error message which you 
can look up in your DOS manual 
Under the chapter ‘Error Messag¬ 
es'. It would appear that your 
diskette, being the one you used 
at first, had bad sectors or hid¬ 
den Tiles which did not allow 
you to undergo the process of : 
creating files. Tho advice we'cap 


stations in 1990. Intel Coro., 
which dominates the market for 
personal computer microproces¬ 
sors with its 386 and 486 prod¬ 
ucts, is now racing to complete 
the 586, which is com¬ 
patible with the earlier 
chips but contains some 
RISC features. Digital 
became the last major 
entry in the race, rolling 
out its long-wailed Alpha 
line of RISC chips. 

MIPS is aiming at this 
market as well, and is 
counting on support from 
the Advanced Comput¬ 
ing Environment — a 
consortium trying to set 
standards for noxt- 
gcncralion desk-top com¬ 
puters — to make that a 
reality. 

The key challenge of 
DEC, Hewlett-Packard 
and Sun, in fact, is to ex¬ 
pand beyond their tradi¬ 
tional customer bases. 
DEC, which is touting Alpha as 
the design thut will support its 
whole product line for the next 
25 years, may have the biggest 
problem. While Alpha will be a 
strong replacement for existing 
DEC products, it is way behind 
in gaining support from indepen¬ 
dent sofiwurc vendors, and other 
computer makers may be reluc¬ 
tant to bet their future on a tech¬ 
nology licensed from such a 
powerful competitor. ■ . 


give you is to use a new format¬ 
ed disk and to moke sure that it 
is properly formated. 

Virus Clinic 

A COMMON belief held by 
many is that viruses pan infect 
BIOS. The reason Js because 
some viruses reappear after at¬ 
tempting to remove them 
through usual means and cannot 
be removed unless the internal 
battery is disconnected for some 
time. BIOS is actually an EP¬ 
ROM chip, mcanlrtg • that the 
user cannot write on It and thus 
it cannot be infected by viruses. 
The BIOS chip.contains special 
SETUP programs on. AT . ma¬ 
chines. As for the special data 
related to the program, it is 
stored in th 6 ; RAM space espe¬ 
cially provided for it in order to 
keep this data when the system 
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See you in court: 

Lawsuits in the computer 
industry 

IF YOU'VE been observing the international computer indus¬ 
try recently, you'll probably notice that there arc many lawsuits 
flying around. Nowadays, it seems as though everybody is 
suing everybody. The reason is rather simple. Thanks to copy- . 
rights and patents (laws that protect die rights of the author or 
publisher), things arc starting to get out of hand. 

The fashion at the moment is to sue for the infringement of 
rights in operating systems. The operating systems market is 
very huge and you can safely say that it involves millions, if 
not billions, of dollars worldwide. 

Let's take the biggest and most famous software company in 
the world, Microsoft Corp. This company makes billions of 
dollars every year from its operating systems on the market. 
Like any other 

•software, operat- || ^ i iiy ■ ii m ii 

ing systems enjoy | T * 11 - * -- *** w ^ 

the protection of --. I~ - ssssm ... r 

the law and that miiim " 11 ■ 1 nu 

means that any ± .L. 

company that ± • ;*! -I - - - 

doubts that some- Mj i mn '.: iff gf r 

body out Lhcre is j jfjp iw—wauti.j :r j 

imitating its oper- IfSSHg m m • 5 
ating system can M £ |«l mmm IgM ;; 
take the criminal 5 ™ Blj 
offender to court. ■» RIP HR H B twm 

Windows, . .1 ■*, SBgCUJRafeSagfeU_ 

Microsoft's win-- 

dow operating system, is at the center of several lcgul buttles at 
the moment.'|f you're an IBM PC & compatibles owner, Win- • 
dows probabljKsaved your life by breathing life into your ex¬ 
tremely user-unfriendly system. Still, PC owners could not live 
happily ever aftersince Apple Computer Inc. think that Win- 




which it is. The Macintosh has been running a user-friendly 
window driven environment ever since the machine was re¬ 
leased and to which its success is attributed. Apple lost out on 
this advantage when Microsoft released Windows, especially 
seeing as it nas become the standard operating system for the 
PC with sales exceeding 9 million^opics of the latest version 
released only ten months ago. Apple have.estimated their loss¬ 
es as a result at around $3 billion in profils>$o Us obvious that 
the whole thing revolves around money, and Idwof il. 

Microsoft has also exchanged threats and luwSuils with Ku¬ 
waiti company Alalamioh because of Alnlumiuh's Sukhr Arabi¬ 
zation Kit for Windows (SAK), which could destroy the possi¬ 
bilities of Microsoft's marketing of an Arabic version of 
windows in the Middle East. Alalamluh unswerod to ibis by ac¬ 
cusing Microsoft of stealing some of its employees shortly af¬ 
ter the Gulf Crisis and, thus, transferring company secrets 
which could also be worth money. 

What is scary about this whole thing Is that people uro suing 
one another over ideas. This whole thing may gradually kill the 
creativity in the computer industry. New software always uses 
old ideas which are developed to better sec^the user. Pro¬ 
grammers could simply stop developing soRfiMtittbfif-f 
suffer headaches from being dragged to cov 
Microsoft, Apple or Aialaminn, does anybody r 
declare undisputed ownership of .such an Imp... 
ment in the computer industiy such as window 0 
terns? ■ 


is switched off, This process is 
performed by an internal battery 
which some viruses might be 
able to sneak into. They may re¬ 
main in it as long as the system’s 
battery is on. 

So disconnecting the battery in¬ 
volves the erasing of the con¬ 
tents found In the BIOS RAM 
which may include ihe virus. ■ 

. Walld Al-Asfar 


The Jordun Comjflher 
Society (JCS) would 
like to unnounce that it 
has moved its head" 
quarters downstairs In 
the same building. The 
new telephone number 
und fax Is 683549. • 
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^ Trust Aramex 

with your urgent 
parcels and documents. 


/. The fastest, most reliable 

, v - ■’ 'v;; , ;" ;j . fas# and most efficient courier service 
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me star 

Wishes its His 
Majesty King 
Hussein and the 
Jordanian people a 
happy Eid El Fitr. 
Due to the holiday, 
the next issue of 
The Star will 
appear on 16 April. 


INSIDE 


TheWorldPap.er 


GiOBAL SHAKE-UP 


Revolutions are sweeping 
through the world bringing 
unexpected changes, as if 
history were in a hurry to eiid 
the 20th century. This issue of 
The WorldPafw features reflec¬ 
tions from around the world on 
the scale of change in our world 
today and addresses the ques¬ 
tion: Are we really experiencing 
the birth of a new. era? . . 


/.< . . , 
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_ 6-648-398 . 

P O Box 9313 Amman - Joriw 


Professional 
Publishers and Madia 
Consultants. 

Newsletters, mailings, brochures, . 
translations, designs & layouts,; 
t^peaettin^tindreM«r6h ■ 


Upon, the Occasion of 

EID AL-FITR 




ARAB BANK 

Is honoured to convey to 

mm mssi 

'and to' the 

: ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 

i : ;V'Jits .meat corctel wishes and greetings 
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Sarnia Zaru defines the —i1 
art of creativity 


373 


By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to The Star 

ANYONE CAN be a teacher, but 
there are few who teach creative¬ 
ly. Samia Zaru is one of those 
teachers that students never for¬ 
get. In taking her art classes, her 
students learn to be more than ar¬ 
tistically expressive. They experi¬ 
ence challenges; the joy of exper¬ 
imenting ana researching worlds 
around and within. They leant 
how to observe and interact and 
how Lo appreciate what they 
sense and see. 

According to Samia, every stu¬ 
dent is artistic to a certain degree. 
She believes that it is a teacher’s 


task to stimulate a student's 
growth, by giving him freedom 
of choice in terms of concepts, 
materials and the skills he is 
ready to take on and explore. 

She also believes that students 
should learn to appreciate ait, as 
a means for both making their 
lives happier and enriching their 
feelings and world understand¬ 
ing. 

An artist herself, Samia has ex¬ 
hibited her work all over the 
world and has been awarded 
many times on an international 
level. She works in acrylics and 
oils on canvas, sculpts in metal 
and uses different media in weav¬ 
ing and collage. Her recent works 


are collages of embroidery on 
Palestinian themes, painted on 
tent canvas. 

It was her involvement in art 
that led her to teach, she stud, and 
she argues that creative teaching 
is the best method available, be¬ 
cause it is the most effective way 
in which to develop a child as 
both an individual and a member 
of society. 

"Once we open our eyes in the 
morning, we enter the world of 
art, 1 ' she said. "The furniture 
around us, beautiful scenery from 
our window, designs on clothes 
we wear, objects we use at every 
step. It is very important to see 
that. For this reason, I teach my 
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GNfofrwi wartc on m mural In a RamaBah school 


students the art of seeing and ex¬ 
perimenting at first, then 1 guide 
them towards relating what they 
see to what they feel. 

For Samia, a teacher should be 
extremely sensitive to students' 
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Now, Royal Jordanian flies direct 
Amman to Toronto., • 

Oil 7ifi, i ^o^]6i4mteh adds ariqdiet Mapleletifto 

its ex (sting Canadian operation - Montreal. 

Fly ^ry.^day barour luxurious TriStar. frdmvAijwnaato 
pronto, arriylng die same evening to* pursue your planned 

.oitiyitiesir 'u;y. \ ■ 

Rby^Ijprdanlan, one of die mostdynamicahlines isabraysadding 
ttew de8rin^dons to itsneftyork fof ypur comfort arid convenience. 
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moods, interests and desires, and 
should treat a student as a unique 
person with hidden abilities to be 
reached through proper teaching 
methods. 

"If one approach doesn’t work 
with a child, 1 shift into another, 
and if doesn't work well I try oth¬ 
er alternatives.-But I never put all 
students in the same direction. It 
will only kill their creativity, and 
my aim is to keep on challenging 
their specific interests and abili¬ 
ties until they respond. This is 
how we establish everybody's 
unique background for working at 
later stages, she said. 

Samia insists that when stu¬ 
dents work at their own pace 
dealing with their own interests 
and skills, they always come up 
with something that satisfies them 
artistically. She could not recall 
one hopeless case: "There was al¬ 
ways a comer or a line or move¬ 
ment that was a good sign of 
progress," she said, "and I would 
reward that. The student would be 
encouraged to go on looking for 
other situations in which to im¬ 
prove what he had achieved.” 

Sarnia's classes usually start 
with an invitation to discuss the 
students' feelings and contempla¬ 
tions for that day. She observed 
that so many things go on in a 
child's mind and that her students 
love to talk about them. 

"As soon as they let their ideas 
out, I process them and relate 
them to their previous art work. 
Then I guide them into incorpo¬ 
rating new experiences inlo wnat 
they know, and stimulating them 
into expressing them artistically." 

Briefly outlining her teaching 
methods, Samia stressed the four 
general trends in her approach: A 
materials directed approach, 
which requires experimenting 
with different materials, a skills 
directed approach, which chal¬ 
lenges and stimulates the master¬ 
ing of skills, a concept directed 
approach, which is a very person 
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color, texture,, lines, designs and 
movements and a topic directed 
approach, which is applied to stu¬ 
dents at later stages. In this final 
approach,; Students, choose a 
theme to be investigated, ex¬ 
plored and researched in the form 
- of Ideas, techniques and styles. 

Sarnia's observation is that eve 1 ' 
ry person ' can train-and develop 
certain art skiiis, but that only a 
few will ever be creative. 

"I cannot teach anybody to be 
creatiyp. Creativity Is bow one 
makes a summary of ideas and 
expresses them} ,tne way he han¬ 
dles his artistic experience, and 
the way he transfers his experi¬ 
ence into- an original, artistic ex¬ 
pression. And, for all this, there 
-should be,$ special magic lit a 
person, wliichT believe is an In¬ 
herited Qualify," she elaborated, v 

SamlaV ftudenu' wqrk shows a 
very ^irtereqt selection of topics, 
media, themes,, techniques *nd 
copcepts* They; sbb^v great underr, 

(tyttihuc# on opposite page 
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By Lina Arafat 
Special to The Star 

ONE YEAR in retrospect, it is 
evident that the Gulf crisis has 
dealt Jordan and its people a 
number of devastating economic, 
demographic and social blows 
with born immediate and long— 
term implications. These setbacks 
first occurred at a time when the 
Jordanian government was busy 
implementing economic adjust¬ 
ment measures and policies rec¬ 
ommended by the international 
Monetary Fund, in an attempt to 
correct economic imbalances and 
proceed on a path of stable, 
though modest, economic 
growth. 

Among the various adverse ec¬ 
onomic effects of tiie Gulf crisis 
on Jordan was the sudden, and 
massive, influx of returnees. 
Based on a survey conducted by 
the National Center for Educa¬ 
tional Research and Development 
(NCERD) and the Department of 
Statistics, figures indicate that 
some 300,000 Jordanians and 
Palestinians have returned, main¬ 
ly from Kuwait and other Gulf 
countries, in addition to an esti¬ 
mated number of 20,000 Iraqis 
and people of other nationalities. 

International and national sta¬ 
tistical sources consider that Jor¬ 
danian returnees are composed of 
two categories, Jordanians and 
Palestinians living in the East 
Bank, and Palestinians holding a 
Jordanian passport and living in 
the West Bank. It is known that a 
majority of the Iordanian- 
Palestinian community in the 
Gulf states has its origins in the 
West Bank, but a large percent¬ 
age of this category are not al¬ 
lowed to go back to their home¬ 
land due to Israeli restrictions 
that force them to remain in the 
East Bank. Jordan's Ministry of 
Interior estimated recently that 
the number of those returning to 
West Bank constitute around 10 
per cent of the total number of re¬ 
turnees. 

NCERD and Department of 
Statistics figures reveal that the 
300,000 returnees form a total la¬ 
bor force volume of 70,500, rep¬ 
resenting 9.5 per cent of the pro¬ 
tected population and labor force 
in Jordan up until the end of 
1991, had the Gulf crisis not oc¬ 
curred. 

Out of the 300,000 returnees, 
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Influx of returnees leads to 
shift in Jordan's economy 


the number of students is estimat¬ 
ed to be around 100,000. Almost 
95 per cent of returnee students 
are enrolled in the govemorate of 
Anunan. Th~ number of students 
estimated to have been enrolled 
in higher education institutions is 
10,000, of whom 5,000 are at 
community college level, with 
the remainder being in the uni¬ 
versities. 

Consequently, Jordan is faced 
with a number of obstacles relat¬ 
ing to the adequate absorption of 
these returnees. Economic prob¬ 
lems and shortages in water sup¬ 
plies have meant that Jordan is 
experiencing difficulty in coping 
with the large numbers of people 
now seeking homes to shelter 
them and jobs lo provide them 
with incomes, and also in dealing 
with the new structure of society. 
Such problems all serve to fur¬ 
ther increase the pressure on Jor¬ 
dan's fragile economy. The pres¬ 
ence of such a huge influx of 
people has forced unemployment 
and inflation, while water and so¬ 
cial services are also bring used 
to full capacity. Lacking interna¬ 
tional aid, the government can do 
very little to offer relief or job 
opportunities to the returnees, 
large numbers of whom are both 
professional and skilled. 

Nonetheless, various measures 
have been taken by the Jordanian 
government so as to cope with 
the returnees' immediate needs 
and the adverse effects of their 
presence on the economy. Gov¬ 
ernment schools are now operat¬ 
ed daily on a double-shift basis, 
while water rationing has been 
implemented so as to guarantee a 
constant minimum and fair distri¬ 
bution level. The government has 
also recently announced the com¬ 
mencement of a long-term repay¬ 
ment plan allowing returnees pos¬ 
sessing non-Jordanian-1 icensed 
cars to pay customs duty on their 
vehicles over a period of four 
years. 

The government has also had to 
increase its expenditure levels for 
public amenities and services. 
Despite belt-tightening in some 



areas and increased efforts to 
maximize government revenues, 
progress made prior to the Gulf 
crisis in reducing the government 
deficit has ceased or even re¬ 
versed. Thus the government has 
undertaken measures designed to 
encourage the inflow of capital, 


both Jordanian and non- 
Jordanian, as well as from both 
private and official sources. 

According to the latest reports 
of. the Economic and Social 
Council for West Asia (ESC- 
WA), the total costs of absorbing 
the returnees will nrn to $3,141 
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million, covering the three-year 
period of 1992 to 1994, Such a fi¬ 
nancial burden is clearly beyond 
the means of Jordan's limited re¬ 
sources. 

In addition, despite initially 
positive effects on Jordan's bal¬ 
ance of payments stemming from 
the one-time capital brought 
home by the returnees, the effects 
of tiie returnees on the balance of 
payments over the coming few 
years are expected to be negative. 
ESCWA projects that between 
1992 and 1994, imports will in¬ 
crease by an estimated $570 mil¬ 
lion and remittances will fall by 
an estimated $825 million, due to 
the return of the expatriate work¬ 
ers. 

The need for external aid from 
the mqjor credit donor countries 
and regional and international or¬ 
ganizations is very clear. 
Amounts already received by Jor¬ 
dan, though, appreciated, appear 
to be lower than, the country's 
needs. The returnees issue may 
be looked upon as a humanitarian 
one, albeit one less tragic than 
those caused by natural disasters 
and wars. ■ 



Gargour & Fils 


They attempt to go deeply into 


artjriece. . 

research bopk ij'a record/, 
of a student’* observations on na- 
tufe, environment, people and so- ’ 
ciety. They axte ; encouraged to 
sedt the inspiration for the topic 

theft; hive . adjected, iin tousiro, 
dance, poetry, folic tales, ..cultural; 
heritage, dr calligraphy, and to 
elaborate an and record these lde- 


working 


heritage,, dr calligraphy, and to 
elaborate on and record these ide¬ 
as throughout Iheyegr. I... ... ,; ■ "o 
; Arid this Is how Creative .ex- 
prqstiott appear? -r as!4 product 



■ Sami* Zaru ' ■; • • 

And on the other side, tee is 

the'teacher -‘t-'honored and apr 
predated for dairying out her vo¬ 
cational - ditty; responsible, crea- 
, dve and honest* Sarqia his loft 
nothing in her artistic , career be¬ 
cause of WoShlt ohher students 
behalf, On the contrary,,she said* 

■' >*1 take as much OS I give/ miny 
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Extends Its Warmest Congratulations 
/;••'*• and Best Wishes To 

HisMajesty KingHussein 

an 4 thd people of Jordan on "•= 

• theoccasiohof Eid Al-Fitr 
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American erections 



Israeli also Hons 
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Banking on tourism 

TJ^kJ EETIN 9 of ovcr , 000 Italian tour operators in Amman this week 
for their annual congress (FI A VET) is an important event in Jordan's 
< ®?? e Jo ^ dan 35 venue of this year’s congress 
5?.??“ 5* WfST 8 \ fPl of ^ setback to Jordan's tourism as a re- 

Mmistry of Tourism and Jordanian tour opera- 

U ^°, f ? e ? cc i sl0 S t0 market Jordan « an ideal place 
tor Italian tourists, and Indeed other Eurnnpnn? in «rv»nri orx pninu 


i_,_ |, ~ wm get uic message ana win circu- 

hvflr^H before eniptton of the Gulf crisis Italians were 

f F °? ei ? l S vislt Jo " lan bi terms of numbers. Even as the 
market recovers the Italians can be seen strolling in downtown allevs 
and sightseeing in Petra and Jerash or swimming in Aqaba and the Dead’ 

a s ®S rct . ll, 3t Jordan enjoys a tremendous advantage over neish- 

M te a r ctlve ^ s *P forci 8 n tourists - -TM mild weak¬ 

er, clean uncrowded and unspoiled sites, the variety of archaeoloaical 

JoSSn^n its havc aU Played a vital role in puffing 

the tourists map. But it hasn't been easy. Political turmoil in 
S 0 5g«. economic hardships at home and fierce competition from 

MauSriv &} Srae i “ d Egypt, put Jordan at a disadvantage. Con- 

pu ° lic Private sector attention was focused on invest- 

tentid ami capadty 60101 ' rcsu,dng In a humblc S 1 ™* 111 that sector's po- 

in??hp J S^^US?i?i to diverslf y Ip sources of income, while readjust- 
ing to the new poQdcd and economic realities of the day, the importance 
of tounsm as a fiiU-fledged sector of the national economy becomes 
clearer. 1 Planners must look at Jordan's historical and archaeological 

Ao^hTan^hir^H S! w *? d desert and underdeveloped coastlines to 
D ® ad . Sea ^ a major source of income supporting the na- 
r 2jfjJ co ^y , , J o id “ s proximity to the Holy Land, Egypt Syria and 

or£f WsUor tolLreliof 6 “ important sto P ^> e 

■ mlU l 0TiS d i r l? rs ^ be needed to build luxury hotels mod- 

havtMn S ' °/ a vicious marketing campaign will 

fe w ¥ 5hed ? P ut Jcnlan in the forefront of tourist attraSions 
7!9 Itf?, foreign and local investments must be Invited and in order tn 
Investments, our laws and regulations will have to be 

StKES Ped 803810 “ mit "**«“! providea safehaven 
toJdng ® d^s 'Se"^ iS S m ?K a P riori j3 , lr > Iordan's economic 

sajatfaftrs s^ssas,-. ss&e 

wpuld.be a step in the right direction. 


Mideast & Europe: 

Towards an integrated 
dialogue 


Until recently the Arab world 
looked to Europe as the mediator 
that could influence the internation¬ 
al quest for a Middle East settle¬ 
ment. But Europe's preoccupation 
with itself has dashed those hopes. 
Although the Maastricht summit 
raised the prospects of a new Euro¬ 
pean approach to the Middle East, 
material progress has been lacking. 
A new study has made strong and 
urgent recommendations for 
change. 

By Sajid Rizvi 

LONDON — For several years now Euro¬ 
pean peacemakers have made occasional 
appearances on the Middle East scene, 
without success and without the will appar¬ 
ently to achieve anything permanent. The 
Europem Community's approaches have 
been sincere at best and misguided at 
worst and most have preceded die begin- 
nmg of Europe's preoccupation with itself. 

With that less than impressive track 
record of diplomatic success, what hope 
can there be for a new peace initiative 
from an integrated Europe? What chance 
indeed is there of Europe being able to do 
anything at all in the Middle East when it 
has failed so scandalously to keep the 
peace in Yugoslavia? Is Europe the peace¬ 
maker relevant to the Middle East? 

These questions have gnawed at the 
minds of most observers of the interrela¬ 
tionship between the continent and the 
Arab world. 

But now another element of self-interest 
has made Europe suddenly aware of the 
hard realities that bind the two regions to¬ 
gether. Its not oil, it'* not the weapons ba¬ 
zaar and it's not the prospect of anti- 
European regimes foisted on lop of friend¬ 
ly ones. It is m fact the politically explo¬ 
sive mauer of the influx of migrants and 
asylum seekers from the unstable Middle 
Eastern lands to the hard pressed but still 
prosperous societies of the West 

.■iSCWSM.Se 

mid negotiators busy for hours; With most 
European economies flagging and right- 
wing nationalist politicians wailing in the 

3!ft°c Upplant of both riSt 

S? d a i e £ t ’ B W" states have a large stake 
m addressing the Middle East more serf- 

««ly to ever before if for noote rea- 
sonthan to stem the dde of immigration. 

« s ^ y ili ,mil ^ threal too™ <m their 
^ r^L b0rder W1 ? ram P ant instability in 
the former slates of the Soviet empire. 
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me Middle East. Thfs is king argufy 
pohej^ers arid Middle East S 
8 w hole spcctmm. One spe- 
dalist group to emerge with clear guide- 


while the West's, and particularly Eu¬ 
rope's interest in helping to reduce tne ex- 

E losive potential of Middle EasLern insta- 
ility is clear in the issues of oil supplies, 
the acquisition and/or maintenance of mar¬ 
kets, and the avoidance of spill-over ef¬ 
fects of regional Middle Eastern conflicts, 
Europe has a further reason for concern 
given the likelihood of an increase in im¬ 
migration and/or refugee pressures as a re¬ 
sult of economic failure and political up¬ 
heaval in the Middle East. 

A European initiative could consist of a 
greater effort to contribute toward estab¬ 
lishing viable economic, political and cul¬ 
tural ties with the Middle East, a more 
meaningful control on weapons soles and 
proliferation and a continued insistence on 
the principle of land for peace (implying 
Arab recognition of Israel). 

But the report warns dial Europe should 
not attempt to impose its own models onto 
the Middle East otherwise the whole exer¬ 
cise will flop. 

Miller says, "Wc believe this very com¬ 
prehensive report will give a new, badly 
needed impetus to European thinking on 
the Middle East, Wc believe the EC must 
be prepared to commit a far higher propor¬ 
tion of its budget to the solution of Middle 
Eastern problems." 

Askea if the trust's hone of the EC ac¬ 
cepting its recommendations were realis¬ 
tic, Miller told Academic File, "The situa¬ 
tion at the moment Is very pessimistic. We 
don't expect the community to accept 
many of our recommendations." However, 
he added, the trust intended to persist with 
its recommendations anyway. 

One key guideline to the community re¬ 
lates to the basic matter of how to so-' 
proach the Middle East, i,e. as a monoliin- 
ic community, as a group of stales or as a 
cluster of groups. 

The best interest of the region and of Eu- : 
rope will be served, says the trust, by sep¬ 
arating out the different 'realms' of tne 
Gulf, the Arab-lsraeli realm, the eastern 
Arab world, the western Arab world and; 
tackling their problems separately, unless, 
there was sufficient ground for over-: 
arching cooperation. The trust's main con¬ 
cern is that the lack of progress in one 
realm should not prevent initiatives in an- • 
other. 

But will the community hoed those rec¬ 
ommendations? Most specialists involved-; 
with the region believe teat the community *■ 
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Lesprix de la vlande Importde sont maintenant it ta baisse 

Mois de Ramadan 

Le cauchemar du 
consommateur 

Pendant trente-jours, la valse des Etiquettes a fait de la Jordanie, l’une de ses 

victimes. Reportage. 


SALEM, JQRD ANEB N moyen, consdcutives, les habitants du 
fonctlonnairo dcs PTT, et pfere de royaumc n’avaient -qu'une hand sc: 
trois enfants entame le "parcours manquer de vivres pendant le 


pas au bout de ses pclncs. 

Pour rtsoudre ce type de 
roblhmes, le gouvemement a 


Ramadan. Avec le d£but du mois, 
la "galfcre" commence : "C'est 
feu, on n'a jamais autant mangd 
de viande que ces jours-ci". D 
ajOUte: "Ramadan, c'est avant 
tout les traditions, ma femme a 
voulu preparer un plat typique- 
ment jordanlen, un ,r Maklouba, il 
a done fallu acheter les ingre¬ 
dients ndeessaires". 

ObeYssant, le bon p&re de fa¬ 
mine se presse, prend soil sac h 
provisions et se rend au marchd 
aux ldgumes de la basse ville. "Je 
n'ai pas trouvd de feves verles 
dans mon quartier, i Shrafieh. Au 
centre-ville, elles cofltaient pratl- 
quement trois JD le kilo, vous 
vous rendez-comptel" s'dtonne; 
Salem, II d'en revient pas: 'Pour 
le m&me prix j'ai- trois kilos de 
pouleti En plus, j'ai dQ faire la 
queue pour acheter des females & 
un JD le kilo, dti citron hen's de 
prix, sans parler du peraill Intro- 
uvable...'' • 


DM le dd^ut-de Ramadaq,, les 
magasins de la ; socidtd jorda- 
nieilne de consonimation ont subi 
.* les assaults d'tme foule nerveuse 
et ddjk fatioide par ies obliga¬ 
tions du, caieme-iiBoj deux jours, 
|ls ait dfe pradquement 'ddvali- 
; s4s.. Les marches de fruits et id: 
v gUmes ont 4ubi lemdote sbrt. 
v' Aprfes cinqj tempgtep da beige 


valse dcs Etiquettes, maladie bicn 
connue des Monomistes a falL de 
la Jordanie, IW de ses victimes. 
Les produits non subvendomids 
par fe gouvemement, ldgumcs, 
milts et viandes ont dtd les pre¬ 
miers feuchds. Les porte- 
monnaies ont connu des jours dif- 
ficiles. 

Pendant Ramadan, Salem s’est 
m is h ddies ter la viande. Trap 
chfere. "Pour tout vous dire, je 
n’aime pas ie poissori, mais de- 
puis que la viande "Balady" 
&4DLR: monton oii veaii dlevd 
en ferme) est & cinq Dinars le 
: kilo, je commence k apprdcler ces 
petites erdatures”. 

Les deux premiers jours de ce. 
mbis excepttpnnel, ie kilo dO vj; 
ande locale se vendait k six Di-, 
.nars. Parfois r l'amaque s'qjoutait; 
k Ja sauce am fere. "Je suis tombd 
sur de Tpustralienne .ddcongelde,, 
qu'on faisaitpasserpour 'Balady', 
afflrme Salem, certaines bonch«- 
ies la prOposaieht a six Dinars au 
lieu du Dinar soixante quinze!" - 

Aprfes dlx jours de Ramadan, 
notre consommateur moyen 
avoue avoir ddpensd la fetalltd de;, 
ses Emoluments - autour de 130' 
Dinars par mois. Seule porte de 
sortie'poitf assurer ia fin de hiols: 
Tavance sur salaire. C'est..,loin 
d'fetre la/panacde: "L’Ardc, c'est 
potir Wentbt! II va fallolr diet k 
ra friperie' pour acheter les vftte+ , 
iinents des enfants...". Salem n'est;. 
V ... .• 1 .'- 1 ' 
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semaine, il a autorlsE le seefeur 
privd k importer de la viande bul- 
gare. Une sorte de produit de sub¬ 
stitution, mais de premifere qual¬ 
ity. Son goQt s'apparenie k celid 
de la viande "Balady". Son prix 
est raisonnable: 2,75 JD. Des ar- 
rlvages quotidieris de veaux et de 
moutons ont ainsi aliraentE Le 
pays. Plus t&id, des petulets en 
provenance des USA sont venus. 
gamir les Etafeges. Pour faire 
face aux carences du marchd lo¬ 
cal. 

AujOurdhui, les prix des pro- 
{juits ncm : subveniionnEs retrour 
Vrtlt leurs court normaux, La vi- 
ailde, importEe eat k la baisse. 
Vendredi dernier, Je kilo est pas- 
sE de 2,75 JD h 2,60^ La flambEe 
du dEbut du mote sembie^maln 1 
tenant teiminEe. Mais elle laisse 
ses sligipates sur les dtiquettes 
jordanlennies. Depuis l'annEe der- 
nifere, les prix des .produits non- 
siibvehtlonnEs ont .augment^ 
d'envipn 15%., : 

Le mois de Ramadan, cauche¬ 
mar du consommateur, fait. le 
bonheur .de quelques uns. h Un ; 
ferraier ne voulait pas mevendrq 
dulait, se plaint All, inslituteur, il 
m'a eXpliquE quli prEfEraiL le 
garden pour en faire du; beiime et 
qu'il allait Vepdre au prix'fort h 
des notiveaux arr|vds du Kow- 

r'y-!: 

Ahmad^Nsour-.f 



Avec son nouveau modile, 1a Safrane, la rigle firanqalse Re¬ 
nault entame une nouvelk gMratton des hauls de gamme. 
La Scenic va succider en fin d’annte it la Renault Espace. 
Renaultj qui itait au bordde lafaillite en 1984 est en train de 
gagner la bataWe de Ja qu&Uti, 


CRISE - Le gouvemement 
franqais est confront^ k une 
situation de crise, aprfes Ia 
dEmisslon samcdl dernier de 
l'un de ses miiiislrcs, Jean- 
Pierre Sols son. Oelul-ci est 
fortement soup^onnE d'avoir 
bEnEficiE des voix de 
l'extrSme-droite dans une 
Election rEglonnle. Le mini- 
stre de la Rmction publique 
a rendu son tablier, k la 
suite de son Election cqntro- 
versEe voqdredi fe la prEsi- 
dence du Conseil rEgional 
de Bourgogne (Centre). 

EXTRADITION- Un juge 
francais a demandd fe la Ly- 
bie d'extrader un membro de 
i'organisatjon Abu Nidal, 
abcugE d'avoir ■ organ isE 
I'attaque d'un navire de croi- 
sifere grec en 1988. Le Juge 
Jean-Louls Bruguifere est 
chergE de ce dossier, car 
trois des Deiif victimes dans 
i'atiaqiie du "City .of Poros" 
Etaientfrancaises. Un Fales- 
'• tinien de 41 ans fait l'objet 
d'un mandat d'anfet interna¬ 
tional depuis Id 27 fEvrier. 
ScionTAgence 
■ Presse, M. Khadir 
un passeport lybien 
Lybie.,. .'.-.."■■■I 

TROUPES -La F 
envoyer ‘ davar 
trqupeS au Nord 
d; dans le but d'pblenir un 
! ces$ez-ie-feu entre les forc¬ 
es gouVemementales et les 
rebelles. Un e^adipn (12 
- tanks et 60 homnies) dev- 
rait fetre dlrigE vers Ypboki, 
Ik .100 kijotnetres au nord de 
Djibouti, .oht; anhoncE les 
autoriiEs .frfwcajftes/' 


TUNIS - Le principal 
groupe de l r OLP, Fateh, 
s'est dEclarE impliquE sarae- 
di dans la crEatlon, "dans le 
futur", d'unc confEdEraiion 
entre la Jordanie et un possi¬ 
ble Etat palestinien. Cette 
hypothEUque union sera "un 
choix volontaire et fibre de 
la part des deux pays", affir- 
mait le Fateh Conseil RE- 
volutionnaire dans un com- 
muniquE. Quelques officlels 
de luLP considferent que 
cette idEe pern eniraver les 
nEgociations de paix entre 
Arabes etlsraEi. 

BEYROUTH - Le ministre 
de la DEfense a armoncE sa- 
medi qu'il fevait ordOnnE le 
dEploiement d'un ; balaillon 
supplEmeiuaire dans le sud 
du Liban, fe proxifnitE du 
secleur contr&IE par Israel. 
Au fetal 350 soldais, 6 tanks 
oni pris position dans hull 
villages dans le secteur. 
buest de la valiEe de la Be-, 
kaa. Ces Village se situent fe 
dix kiiomfelres fe peine de la 
"zone de sEcurite". La ten¬ 
sion est forte dans Ie sud du 
Liban depuis 1'attentat fe la 
bombe de . l'ambassade 
dlsrafil en; Argentine ie 17 
mars dernier. 

ISRAEL - Israel va obtenif 
un pr&i de 243' millions ]de 
dollars du Ftmd$ MonEiafre 
International (FMI), eh rai¬ 
son des pertes dans le seo- 
tcur du feurisihe pendant'lq 
guerre du Qolfe et do la 
crise de la demahde de pro¬ 
duits manufactures/ C'est le 
FMI qui .a annqncE la noii* 
veUfl 4 . vendredi dabs un 
pomttiuhiqufi,/ ■ 
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AMMAN (Star)— THE 
ITALIAN Federation of Trav¬ 
el^ and Tourism (FTAVET) 
will be holding its yearly con¬ 
gress in Jordan at the invita¬ 
tion of the Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism. About one thousand tour 
operators are coming to Jor¬ 
dan on the first of April 
where they will be spending 
five days touring and getting 
acquainted with different are¬ 
as of the Kingdom. Petra is 
one of the cites to be visited 
by 500 tour operators as well 
as the Dead Sea andJerash. 

According to Nasri Atalla, 
Secretary General at the Min¬ 
istry of Tourism, already 800 
participants have signed on 
for this conference that is go¬ 
ing to be held in Amman. 80 
per cent of the people coming 
have, never been to Jordan be¬ 
fore. It is hoped that on their 
return home, the tour opera¬ 
tors will include Jordan on 
their market. 

Similar meetings are held 
every two years in order to in¬ 
troduce a new country and as 
part of a 
holiday 
progra¬ 
mme 
for 
these 
people. 

T| I think 
this is a 
great 
honour 
for Jor¬ 
dan, es- i 
pecially after the Gulf war,!' 
commended Atallah., He said' 
that this conference; proves 
that Jordan is a safe country, 
and that tourism Is back on its 
way. All the traditional mar¬ 
kets will know abuot this 
. event, and it is hoped;that this 
will encourage them to put 
Jordan back on the agenda..; 

; Other federations have been 
invited to hold thefr confer 
ences in Jordan.! but unfortu- 
- -hately the German Federation 
has beeft booked tip for the 
, next fiye : years, Mid Atallah: j 


A message from the 
Minister of Tourism 
to the FIAVET group 


a 


THE MINISTRY of Tourism 
& Antiquities, on behalf of 
all Jordanians, is delighted to 
welcome to Jordan this week 
more than one-thousand Ital¬ 
ian travel agents and tour 
operators who are here for 
the meeting of their trade as¬ 
sociation FIA VET. This is in¬ 
deed an' appropriate mile¬ 
stone In the long friendship 
between the people of Jordan 
and Italy, which has been re¬ 
flected recently in shafp In¬ 
creases in the numbers ;of 
Italian visitors to Jordan,. 1 : ^ 

We seek to promote cross-cultural, people-to-pedple in. 
teraction as a Vital foundation for a world of understand¬ 
ing, tolerance and peace -r and we see the FIA VET meet¬ 
ing in Jordan this month as a mutual Jordanian-lUlian 
afl^rmation .of our commitment to this noble goal.; We wish 
our Italian friends and Colleagues a pleasant visit in Jor¬ 
dan, and; we Stand ready to provide anyasslstanceor ser¬ 
vice they, may require to make their stay amongst uienJdy- 
able and fruitful. 


* •• i.i -I; *• - 

! Minister of TTodrism & ^tiquities 


Unmessaggio 
dell' Ambasciatore 
italiano alia Fiavet 

I rapport! cultural!, economl- 
ci e commercial! tra It Regno 
Hascemlta di Glordanla e la 
Repubblica Italiana si sono 
sempre pi ft intensiflcatl nel 
cor so degll anni. 

Pal 1570 at 1991 circa 
18.000 cittadini • giordanl 
hanno effettuaio gll studl 
uriiversitari e post¬ 
uni versi tar 1 presso atenei 
Italian!, contrfbuendo a raf- 
forzare i legami tra: 1 due 
paesl. ; 

. A pprtire dagll irilzi degll 
atthi ottanta sT feregistrato. 
un continpo aumenio del 
flusso turistlco Italiano verso la Glordanla, grazie aila.ric- 
chezza del patrimonlo culturale, storlco e archeologlco del 
paeseealld tradizionale ospltallth del popolo giordano, 

J turlstq Italiano xfel corso dJ questio anni mi scoperto ol- 
tre a Petra e Jerash numerosi altri sltl (Madaba, Monte 
Ivebo, Macheronte, Umm Qais, Wadi Rum, Uram er Rasas) 
che meritano di essere visitati. 

E'stata qulndi mol to signlflcatlva e importante la scelta 
. dl Amman' per il ventinovesimo congresso della Federhzi- 
one Italfana Associazlone Imprese Vlaggi e Turlsmo che 
avriLluogo dal 1° al 5 aprile 1992. ; !, 

Riyolgo timid caloroso saluto a tutti i partedpantl del 
congresso Fiavet, augurahdo loro un proflcuo lavoro e un 
soggiprno in questp meraviglioso paese, 

i! 1 - J,VAmbasciatore dTtalla in Glordanla 
;'••• ! :v ;- vDir.IYancescodeCourten 
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Battista Foderaro: 

"Turismo e Pace: la Fiavet in Giordania" 



LA SCELTA di Amman c quell a 
del temo "Turismo c pace: la Fia¬ 
vet in Giordania" per il ventinov- 
csimo Congresso della Fiavemon 
sono state ccrto casuaJi, ma rap- 
presentano il frulto di una partic- 
olare rlflessione da parte degli 
agenti di viaggio sulla situazione 
politica imemazionale oltrc chc 
su quel la strettamente collegata al 
turismo. 

Qucsti due aspetti - quello po¬ 
litico e quello legato at viaggi e 
aUe vacanze - apparentemente 
disaggregati, per chi volesse 
esaminare la questione superfi- 
clalmente, sono viceversa stretta¬ 
mente interdipendemi in quanto 
non pub esservi viaggio spiriiual- 
mente appagante senza la giusta 
atmosfera, cosl come non vi pos- 
sono essere soddisfacenti dim- 
tive dl verticc di online gcnerale 
se direllamente o indirettamente 
si mclte un bavaglio a chi vor- 
rebbe impiegara II tempo libero 
per vcdcre il mondo. Si tratta 
quindi di evitare ogni forma di vi- 
olenza a quella Liberia di movi- 
mento che e all’essenza della nos¬ 
tra vita e di ogni regime 
veramente democratico. 

Dopo la guerra ncl Golfo, con 
le sue drammatiche conseguenze 
caratterizzate nel seuore da un 
abbatimento si no al 90% delle 
prenotazioni per certe destinazio- 
ni, si fe andaii avanti tra alti e bas- 
si, ma anche quando le cose sono 
andate veramente megllo (ml rif- 
erisco oll'alta stagione estiva ed a 
quella invemale) h rimasta la sen- 


sazione di un quaicosa che ti 
tiene un pb in sospeso, perch fe 
connessa ad una ream dai contor- 
ni spesso oscuri. I capovolgimen- 
ti nei paesi dclVEst Europeo, per 
quanto positivi, destano tuttora 
notevoli allarmi. E poi gli attenia- 
li di frange eversive in pih paesi 
europei, la crisi economica amer- 
icana e, per venire alle cose di 
casa nostra, la difficile campagna 
elettorale, i lutti, gli scioperi nei 
trasporti chc bloccano la gente e 
reprimono il desiderio di viag- 
giare. 

A fronte di tutlo cid, con il con- 
gresso in Giordania, la Fiavet e 
con essa certainente tune le com-. 
ponenti del turismo italiano vog- 
liono land are un messaggio dl 
"pace"; un messaggio che, a ri- 
dosso della tornata elettorale nel 
nostro Paese in un difficile mo- 
memo, si estende a tuttied a tut- 
to. Gli agenti di viaggio, pionieri 
e rcalizzatori di indispcnsabili 
forme di collegamento e di awi- 
cinamento tra i popoli, vogliono 
ribadire ii loro impegno civile af- 
finchfe cesslno le tensioni, 
ovunque si sviiuppino, c con esse 
i deleted allarmismi con i quali, 
di fatto, non ai consents un sere- 
no trascorrere della vita. Ai mes- 
saggi, negadvi cbe da piO parti 
petvengono, la Fiavet contrap- 
pone la positivitA di un contrlbuto 
affinchfc gli ideal! del turismo si 
trasformlno in reali fatten di pro- 
gresso e dl pace, Gb sul piano 
generaie. In particolare-, la mis- 
sione ad Amman b tesa a rinsal- 


dare i vincoli di amicizia dei pop- 
oli che affacciano sul Mediterra- 
neo e che vivono nella grande 
area circoslante uniti da una co- 
mune tradizione siorica e cultu- 
rale. E 1 un segnaie, dunque, di bu- 
ona volontA che noi ci auguriamo 
venga raccolto nel suo significato 
piii profondo, costituendo i'avvio 
di una ripresa dell'umana solida- 
rietA. 

In quesia auspicata solidarieiA, 
la scelta di Amman vuole signifl- 
care anche la nostra volontA di in- 
tens iftcare i rapporti turisticl tra 
lTtalia ed un Paese cosl ricco di 
contenuti storici ed artistici. Ad 
esso si college tradizionalmeme il 
ricordo di una vasta letteratura e 
di una importante produzione 
iconografica, che, da sempre, 
hanno attirato viaggiatori di tutto 
il mondo verso la Giordania. Si 
tratta di un pimto di riferimento 
di grande importanza per 
l'affinamento della macchina tu- 
ristica, tesa a seguire adeguata- 
mente l'evoluzione di una doman- 
da pih sofisticata e dlversificata, 
che postula nuovi iniervemi oper- 
ativi e rinnovata fantasia 
neH'organizzazione di una trasfe.r- 
ta. Non vi sarebbe certo un con- 
creto mercato turistico raedio- 
orientale senza la Giordania, con 
il suo peso politico e la sua vo¬ 
lontA di distinpuersi in termini 
anche di accoguenza ed ospitalitA 
. Ed b verso questo Paese amico 
che rlvolgiamo particolare atten- 
zione, nella certezza che i mes- 
saggi lanciati con il prossimo 



Battista Foderaro 


Congresso saranno recepiti dalla 
nostra utenza turistica, affascina- 
ta non solo dai contenuti culturali 
di un viaggio nel paese della 
"cittA rasa", ma anche dai moltep- 
lici richiaml paesaggistici, nel 
segno di una natura mcontamina- 
ta in grado di riportare indietro 


nel tempo e nello spazio, alia ri- 
cerca dell'essenza della vita. 

Battista Foderaro 
Presidents FIAVET 
Federazione Italiana 
Associazloni 

Imprese Viaggi e Turismo 
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■ 1915 - corrispondcnza tra ii 
governo britannico (MacMahon) 
e lo Sceriffo Hussein. 

■ 1916 - giugno: inizio della 
Grande Rivolta Araba puidata 
dallo Sceicco Hussein Bin Ali. 
Accord! anglo-fiancesi '‘Sykes- 
Picot". 

■ 1918 - ottobre- il principe Fay- 
sal, figlio dello Sceriffo Hussein, 
occupa Damasco con le truppe 
arabe. 

■ 1920 - conferenza di Sanremo: 
Francia e Gran Bretagna si dlvid- 
ono il Medio Oriente sotto forma 
di mandato. I francesi occupano 
Damasco. 

■ 1923 - 25 maggio: la Trans¬ 
giordania viene riconosciuta uno 
Stato indipendnente sotto la gui- 
da dell'Emiro Abdallah. 

■ 1931 - John Bagot Glubb, uffi- 
ciale britannico, vienc trasferito 
in Transgiordania come viccco- 
mandante della Legione Araba. 

■ 1939 - il mandato britannico 
sulla Transgiordania vione esteso 
per 10 anni. Glubb sostituisce 
Peake al comando della Legione 
Araba. 

■ 1945 - 22 marzo: la Transgior- 
dania fe tra i fondatori della Lcga 
Araba. 

■ 1946 - 22 marzo: la Gran Bre¬ 
tagna rlnuncia al suo mandato 
sulla Transgiordania. 25 maggio: 
viene proclamato il Regno Hasce- 
mita at Transgiordania. 

■ 1948 - 15 maggio: la Gran 
Bretagna si ritira dalla Palestine e 
viene proclamato lo Stato di Is¬ 
rael e. Scoppio il primo conflitto 
arabo-israeuano. Le truppe di 
Glubb occupano la Cisgiordania 
c la parte vecchia di Genua- 
lemme. 

■ 1949 - gli U.SA. riconoscono 
la Transgiordania. 

■ 1950 - 24 aprile: la Cisgiorda- 
nia viene formalmente annessa al 




Cronologia del Regno 
Hascemita di Giordania 


Regno Hascemita, che da tjuesta 
data viene denominato di Giorda¬ 
nia. 

■ 1951 - 20 luglio: Re Abdallah 
viene assassinate da un naziona- 
lista palestinese a Gerusalemme. 
Viene proclamato Re ii primoae- 
nito di Abdallah, Talal, che il l.o 
gennaio 1952 promulga una nuo- 
va Costituziorte e tenta di awicl- 
narsi politicamente ad Egitto e 
Siria. 

■ 1952 -11 agosto: a causa delle 
precarie condizioni di salute, Ta¬ 
ta! viene deposto e assume la reg- 
genza suo flglio Hussein ancora 
minorenne. 

■ 1953 - 2 maggio: al compi- 
raento del 18.0 compleanno, sec- 
ondo il calendario musulmmo, 
Hussein assume il potere. 

■ 1956 - 1 marzo: la pressione 
popolare spinge 11 giovane mon- 
arca a destituire 11 coloimello bri¬ 
tannico Glubb comandante della 
Legione Araba. 

■ 1958 - nasce ITJnione Federati- 
va Araba tra le monarchic hasce- 
mite di Giordania e Iraq in funzi- 
onc anti-R.A.U. (Repubbiica 
Araba Unita).i8tituita mesi prima 
da Egitto e SiriaXUnion si 
scioglierh 112 agosto dopo il raas- 
sacro della famlglia hascemita 
irachena da parte del generale 
Abdel Karim Kassem. 

■ 1964 - l*awocato palestinese 
Shuqayri fonda VOJUP. (Organiz- 
zazione per la Liberazione della 
Palestine). 

■ 1967- glugno:scoppia la 
"Guerra del set giomi 11 cne vede 
la Giordania a fianco della Siria e 
dell’Egitto contro Israele. La Pen- 







UmmerJiMUU. If PreMerio detia 
CNeudoiLoonL Una gazzeUa. Fine 
VII m a ACU (Foto tM UPfcdHMo). 


isola del Sinai, le alture del Go¬ 
lan, la Striscia di Gaza e tutta la 
Cisgiordania venpono occupate 
dall'esercito israeliano. H 29 no- 
vembre le Nazioni Unite votano 
la Risoluzione 242 (ritiro delle 
truppe israeliano dai tern tori oc- 
cupati). 

■ 1974 - ottobre: vertice dei pae- 
si arabi a Rabat. LO.UP. viene 
riconosciuto come r"unico legitti- 
mo rappresentante del popolo pa- 


=** lestinese". Migliorano 

le relazioni tra Re 
Hussein e gii altri 
paesi arabi. Re Husse¬ 
in scioglie il Parla- 
. . men to e awia un 

processo di riforme is- 
lituzionali. 

. ■ 1977 - aprile: viene 

istituito il National 
\. Consultative Council 

( Jyj giordano. 

J ■ 1979 - marzo: la 

f Giordania h il primo 

I Paese arabo a romp- 

| - • ere le relazioni di¬ 
ll plomatiche con 

l&k 1'Egitto dopo la firma 

degli accordi di Camp 
. 11 David. 

m ■ 1980 - 23 settem- 

(L bre: scoppia il conflit- 

• V to Iran-Iraq. La Gior- 

M . dania appoggia i'lraq 

' '. e mette a dlsposizione 

• il porto di Aqaba per 

____] il regime di Bagdad. 

J M ■ 1980 - novembre: 

della ad Amman si svolge il 

a.F1ne vertice dei Paesi Ara- 

flfoj. W. Il Libano c i Paesi 

del Fronte della Fer- 
mezza (Algeria, Libia, Siria e 
Yemen) non vi partecipano. 

■ 1981 - la Giordania allenta la 
tensione con l'Egitto. 

■ 1982 - vertice dei Paesi Arabi 
a Fez. Riawicinamneto tra Re 
Hussein e Arafat. 

■ 1984 - viene ripristinato il Par- 
lamento giordano., Elezioni par- 
ziali per eleggere i deputati dece- 
duli dalle ultime elezioni (1967). 
25 settembre: ripresa delle relazi- 
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oni diplomatiche con l'Egitto. 

■ 1985 - 11 febbraio: accordo 
Arafat-Hussein per ridare slancio 
al processo di pace in Medio 
Oriente. 

■ 1987 - dicembre: inizia 
l'lnlifada nei territori occupati. 

■ 1988 - febbraio: ad Amman 
viene istituito i'A.C.C. ( Arab 
Cooperation Council) tra Giorda¬ 
nia, Iraq, Egitto e Yemen del 
Nord. 

■ 1988 - 31 luglio: Re Hussein 
rlnuncia ai legami amminlstralivi 
e lepali con la Cisgiordania, ri- 
ianciando il processo di pace in 
Medio Oriente. 14 novembre: 
Yasser Arafat ad Algeri procla¬ 
ma la nascita dello Stato di Pales-. 
tina. 

■ 1989 - 8 novembre: elezioni 
parlamentari in Giordania. Su 
1.500.000 elettori solamente 
520.000 votano eleggendo 80 
deputati. 

■ 1990 - maggio: vertice dei 
Paesi Arabi a Bagdad. Luglio: le 
trattative tra Iraq e Kuwait con la 
mediazione deli 1 Arabia Saudita 
non portano a nessuna conclu- 
sione. 2 agosto: i'lraq invade il 
Kuwait, fe la pih grave crisi inter- 
nazionale dalla fine della secon- 
da guerra mondiale. Re Hussein 
manllene la Giordania neutrale, 
anche se parte dell'opinione pub- 
blica vorrebbe un coinvolgimen- 
to a fianco dell'Iraq. 

■ 1991 - gennaio: la Giordania 
continua a ricevere migliaia di 
profughi provenienti dal I'lraq e 
dal Kuwait. 17 gennaio: scoppio 
della guerra del golfo che si con¬ 
cluded dopo cinquanta giomi 
con il ritiro delle truppe irachene 
dal Kuwait.. 

■ 1991 - ottobre: inizio della 
conferenza di pace per il Medio 
Oriente a Madrid. ■ 

Giovanni Benenatl 
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rentacar 


International 


Vi da un grande 

'Ahllan wa Sahllan' 


Budget la n.1 delle compagnie in 
Giordania off re il suo servizio e fa sua 
esperienza a tutti gli operatori turistici, 


Per maggiori dettagli incontrateci alio 
stand Budget presso il Royal Cultural 

Centre di Amman. 


Benvenuti in Giordania 
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LA GIORDANIA ha una super- 
ficic di 90.309 chilomctri quadra- 
li e si trova al centra detia rc- 
gione mcdioricalalc. II Regno 
conTma ad ovest con la Palcslina 
ed lsraele, a nord con la SLria, ad 
est con l'lraq, a sud-est con 
l'Arabia Saudita, mentre a sud si 
afTaccia sul golfo di Aqaba (Mar 
Rosso). 

La Oiordania fe sempre stata un 
iraporiante osservaiono per com- 
prendcre gli sviluppi della re- 
gione medioricntale, grazie alia 
sua siraiegica posizione. 

Nei suoi settant'anni di storia il 
Regno b slaio guidato da Re Ab¬ 
dallah c da Re Hussein, che con 
la loro azione politica hanno fatto 
di questo Stato un Paese a cui le 
grandi potenze intemazionali e i 
Paesi arabi hanno sempre dedica- 
to molta atlcnzione. 

Gli abitami della Giordania 
sono altualmentc circa 4.000.000, 
concentrati soprattulto nella zona 
nord-occidentale del territorio 
(41% ncl Govcmatorato di Am¬ 
man, 24% in quello di Irbid, 16% 
a Zarqa e 7% a Salt). 

La society giordana presents al 
proprio intemo differenze mar- 
caic sia di caraltere etnioo sia di 
caratterc religioso. n 60% circa 
della popolazlone b di engine pa¬ 
lestinese, anivata net territorio ad 
est del iiume Giordano dopo il 
1948 (500.000 persone) e il 1967 
(300.000 persone). 

1 giordanl di origine palestinese 
sono ormai inseriu ncl mondo del 
lavoro sopratlulto nel settore 
co mm ere i ale, finanziario, banca- 
rio, sanitario, agricolo e scolasti- 
co. 

Ro Hussein il 31 luglio 1988 in 
occaslone della rottura dei legami 
amministrativi con la Cisgiorda- 
nia, ha ribadito che "...i cittadini 
giordani di origine palestinese del 
Regno Hascemita di Giordania 


rli J J ^ q =4 iTi I =mi 

Introduzione alia Giordania 

Terra di cultura, storia e bellezze naturali 

hanno tutti i diritti e turn i doveri — — — 

che comporta il possesso della 
cittadinanza, come qualsiasi allro 

cittadino, aprescinderedallapro- j . j 

pria origine. Essi sono parte inte- !•/. . . v ; 

grante dello Siato giordano, gli ' 

appartengono, vivono nel suo ter- 
riiorio e partecipano alia sua vita > 
e alle sue attivita". 

Una minoranza ctnica presente jgM 
nel paese sin dalla fine del secolo 'vBB 
scorso b quella dei circassi (sun- 
niri) e degli scesceni (sciiti), mu- WF. 
sulmani di origine caucasica, i 1 
quail rappresentano il 2% circa Her 
della popoiazione. Gli ottomani ' . 

avevano consentito loro di insedi- «- 
arsi in alcune delle zone pih ferti- 

li del Paese in prosslmiti. dei cor- . 

si d’acquaiArrinian, Wadi Seer, '' ■ , 

Jcrash, Naur, Rusaifa e Zarqa. I - 

circassi hanno sempre avuto un -:-;-—- - —-— 

rappono privilegiato con la la fa- Uni tendm beduina nel meravlglloto paesmgglo dI 
miglia hascetniia e costituiscono Wadi Bum. (Foto dl £ Bonattl). 

ancora oggi la guardia del Palaz- n resto della popoiazione b di n Regno Hascemita di Giorda- 
zo Keaie. origine beduina. Le due tribii piii nia b una monarcha costituzio- 

Una minoranza religios a ben importanti sono quella dei Bani nale ereditaria in base alia vi- 

mtegrata m Giordania e quella Sakhr al centio-nord e quella de- gente costituzione promulgate 1'8 

emu ana. Essa cosutuijce >1 6% gli 'Awaltat al sud. I nomadi sono gennaio 1952. Il potere esecutivo 

della popoiazione (compress attualmente solamente circa spetta al sovrano, che lo esercita 

quella di origine palestinese) 50.000 e si dedicano soprattutto attraverso il primo ministro (da 

comprendcndo diverse confessio- alia pastorizia. lui designate) e il Consiglio dei 

ni: greci ortodossl, cattolici lati- Re Hussein continua a raante- Ministn. Il potere legislative 
m, armem, melichiti, siriaci, pro- nere un legame molto stretto con viene esercitato dal Parlamentc 

testanti. Tradlzionalmente i le tribii alio siesso modo di qutm- che b costituito dalla Camera de 

crisuani sono sempre stati legal! to aveva fatto suo nonno. Re Ab- Deputati e dal Senato. 

all'agricoltura (zona di Madaba e dallah. La Camera dei Deputed vieni 

di Kerak), ma oggi essi sono pre- I due sovrani hascemiti sono eletta a suffragio universale (han 
send anche nel settore comraer- riuscid nel corso della storia di no diritto al volo uomlni e donni 

ciale e della pubblica amminis- questo Paese a tenere unite le va- che hanno compiuto 19 anni)ed i 

trazione. I rappord tra cristiani e ne componend sociali e nello forraata da 80 deputati (9 segg 

musulmani sono sempre stad ec- stesso tempo a legare i gruppi spettano ai crisuani, 3 ai circas 

cellenti fin dalla creazione dello principall al prestigio e agli inter- si,6 ai beduini e 62 agii altri mu 

Stato. essi della corona. sulmnnil. 1 senntnri. invert srsnr 



Q resto della popoiazione b di 
origine beduina. Le due tribii piit 
importanti sono quella dei Bani 
Sakhr al centro-nord e quella de¬ 
gli 'Awaltat al sud. I nomadi sono 
attualmente solamente circa 
50.000 e si dedicano soprattutto 
alia pastorizia. 

Re Hussein continua a raanie- 
nere un legame molto stretto con 
le tribii alio siesso modo di quan¬ 
to aveva fatto suo nonno, Re Ab¬ 
dallah. 

I due sovrani hascemiti sono 
riuscid nel corso della storia di 

a uesto Paese a tenere unite le va- 
e componend sociali e nello 
stesso tempo a legare i gruppi 
principall al prestigio e agli inter- 
essi della corona. 


Il Regno Hascemita di Giorda¬ 
nia b una monarcha costituzio- 
nale ereditaria in base alia vi- 
gente costituzione promulgate 1'8 
gennaio 1952. Il potere esecutivo 
spetta al sovrano, che lo esercita 
attraverso il primo ministro (da 
lui designate) e il Consiglio dei 
Ministn. Il potere legislative 
viene esercitato dal Parlamento 
che h cosdtuito dalla Camera dei 
Deputati e dal Senato. 

La Camera dei Deputed viene 
eletta a suffragio universale (han¬ 
no diritto al volo uomini e donne 
che hanno compiuto 19 anni)ed b 
forraata da 80 deputati (9 seggi 
spettano ai crisuani, 3 ai circas- 
si,6 ai beduini e 62 agli altri mu¬ 
sulmani). 1 senatori, invece, sono 
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40 e vengono nominati dal Re 
(sono sempre stati scelli tra per¬ 
sonality polidche, tribali, militari 
e culturali). 

Re Hussein Bin Talal b naio ad 
Amman il 14 novembre 1935. Ha 
studiato ad Amman, al Victoria 
College di Alessandria d'Egitto, 
alia Scuola di Harrow e 
all'Accademia militare Reale di 
Sandhurst in Gran Bretagna. 

Piglio di Re Talal e della Regi¬ 
na Zein b succcduio al padre I'll 
agosto 1952. Il 2 maggio 1953, al 
compimento del 18.o anno di ei&, 
in base al colendario musulmano, 
b stato inconorato Re (sccondo le 
normc della Costituzione). 

Nel 1978 Re Hussein ha sposa-' 
to Elizabeth Halaby, Tailuale Re¬ 
gina Noor, dalla quale ha avuto 
qualtro figli, i principi Namzeh e 
Hashem e le principesse Iman e 
Raiyah. Nata il 23 agosto 1951, 
la Regina Noor ha studiato 
allUniversitk di Princeton negli 
Stad Uniti, conseguendo la laurea 
in Architettura. Successivamente 
ha lavorato in Australia, Iran e 
Giordania, dove diventb direttrice 
del Design Centre della Compag- 
nla Aerea giordana, che allora si 
chiamava Alia, mentre oggi b chi- 
amata Royal Jordanian. 

Dopo essersi sposata con Re 
Hussein, la Regina Noor si b oc- 
cupata sempre con impegno di 
numerose attivith sociali. Dagli 
inizi degli anni ottanta la "Queen 
Noor Foundation" coordina nu¬ 
merose activity in van campi, pet 
migliorare soprattutto la condizi- 
one della donna in Giordania. La 
Regina Noor ha inoltre isUtuiloil 
Festival di Jerash che ogni anno 
si svolge nella cilth greco-romana 
e dove partecipano gruppi artisti- 
ci e folldoristici arabi e intemazi- 
onali. 

Giovanni Benenati 
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ermettere 


ai vostri 


i approfittare 


assaggiare del 
»uon cibo, bere 
lonta, divertirsi 


mondo, sentirsi 


a casa propria; 


I utto questo, tutti 

erne in Giordania 
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By Cristina Malak 

Special to The Star 

AFTER A recession that was 
largely due to the Gulf crisis, Jor¬ 
dan's tourist industry has recently 
changed for the better and is once 
again flourishing. Recent statis¬ 
tics that document the numbers 
of foreign visitors to (he kingdom 
now suggest that Italian guests 
represent the majority. So high is 
the demand that the Italian na¬ 
tional airline, Alitalia, are now 
operating two flights weekly to 
Jordan instead of one. 

"Alitalia will consider schedul¬ 
ing extra flights for the summer if 
the demand is there," said Mr 
Nievo Scamolla, general manager 
of the Alitalia branch In Amman. 
The airline currently have flights 
from Rome on Mondays and Sat¬ 
urdays, leaving the kingdom on 
Tuesdays and Sundays. Alitalia 
aircraft servicing Jordan are the 
Airbus 300 and the MD 80. 

Founded in 1947, Alitalia is 
one of the world's oldest airlines 
and today flies to 116 destina¬ 
tions worldwide with 4,332 
flights operating weekly. Its 1992 
slogan ''challenge o>f growth" il¬ 
lustrates its policy of global ex¬ 
pansion and Us aim of participat¬ 
ing in every market, fl seeks to 
augmenL its capacity on existing 
lines as well as to respond to the 
requirements of new destinations 
and new services. For example, 
one of Alitalia's 1992 Middle 
East projects is the reopening of 
the Kuwait city line, to be added 
to its seven other existing region¬ 
al destinations of Dubai, Jeddah, 
Amman, Damascus, Beirut, Te¬ 
heran and Lamaca. 

Before the Gulf crisi8, Italian 
tourism in Jordan was estimated 
to have a potential annual growth 
of 25 percent, and it was forecast 
that a figure of about 45,000 peo- 


Nievo Scamolla 

Italian tourists demand 
more flights to Jordan 
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Mr Scamolla during a recant Alitalia activity 


pie would be travelling between 
the two countries. Even during 
the crisis, touristic activities were 
still being encouraged by the Jor¬ 
danian authorities and experts an¬ 
ticipated positive developments 
for the future. 

According to Mr Scamolla, Jor¬ 
dan is now a major point of refer¬ 
ence for Italian tourists. "We do 
not expect to reach the same level 
as in 1990, but if this trend con¬ 
tinues, I am optimistic that within 
a couple of years we can reach 
the figures we expected in 1990," 
he said. 

Jordan has a few fundamental 
elements that make kalian visi¬ 
tors feel at home in a land that is 
in many ways similar to their 


own — traditional Jordanian hos¬ 
pitality, historical and archeologi¬ 
cal sites and many cultural simi¬ 
larities. 

Also, since touristic exchange 
started between the two countries 
about 10 years ago, it has been 
discovered that Jordan has a great 
more to offer than just Petra and 
Jerash, as was previously 
thought. Thanks to the efforts of 
several archaeological missions 
working under the supervision of 
the Jordanian authorities, many 
new archaeological and historical 
riles has been made available to 
visitors. What is more, the geo¬ 
graphical position of Jordan at 
the heart of the Middle East 
makes it easy for travellers to 


come and go to neighboring 
countries. 

The major movement of Italian 
visitors originates from the north¬ 
ern areas of Italy, mainly from 
Lombardia and Veneto. "But," 
said Mr Scamolla, "all regions in 
Italy send tourists and visitors." 
Italian guests arrive all year 
around, out mostly in the peak 
periods which are linked with va¬ 
cations, such as Christmas and 
New Year, Easter and summer¬ 
time. 

Since 1984, Jordan has been 
promoted in Italy through various 
channels, such as cultural and 
folkloric exhibitions in Rome, 
television, media and tourist bro¬ 
chures. Documentary programs 
have been made about the coun¬ 
try and touristic brochures offer 
plenty more than mere price lists 
and accommodation guides. 
These brochures are distributed 
to all travel agencies, and have 
been thoroughly compiled with 
as much information possible for 
the visitor. 

Efforts on the Jordanian side 
have, among other tilings, result¬ 
ed in the construction of a num¬ 
ber of new hotels in Aqaba and 
Petra, in anticipation of a huge 
influx of visitors. "If peace is 
maintained in this area, Jordan 
will surely become one of the re¬ 
gion's mqor touristic countries," 
said Mr Scamolla, quoting the 
Italian saying "Passa Parola," — 
meaning Spread the word!" 



Mr Balqex 

A message 
from Royal 
Jordanian 
President & 
CEO 

Dear Eiaveet members 

IT IS an honour as well as 
a privilege for me to wel¬ 
come you on behalf of Roy- 
3L Jordanian to the Hashe¬ 
mite Kingdom of Jordan. 
Your presence today 
amongst us, Is a true exam¬ 
ple of the close and amia¬ 
ble relationship that hat 
existed between our two 
people. 

During your short but 
hOjpefkdly fruitful stay la 

Continued on page 12 
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Curative effects of the Dead 

related cosmetics 


Sea and 


By Salwa Sukhon 

Special to The Star 

From the north direction it has 
rained 

From the west direction the wa¬ 
ter comes in streams. 

In front of the streams of water 
down toward the east, lightnings 
come 

down and strike the earth. 

All of us receive life. 

Keres Acoma Pueblo, 1957 

ONE OP Uie many prides of Jor¬ 
dan is the Dead Sea, situated at 
the mouth of the Fiver Jordan 
and some 40 kilometers from 
Amman. A unique spot on the 
globe, with a total area of about 
360 square miles (930 sq km), 
this lake, though called "dear, 
has been found to be completely 
otherwise. In his book Prom Our 
History (1963), author Dr Mah¬ 
moud Abedi calls it "The Living 
Sea", and affirms that its riches 
are enough to make the country 
a paradise. The reason is that it 
is a natural reservoir, holding the 
maximum, possible of dissolved 
solids such as potassium, cal¬ 
cium, bromine, bromide, quartz, 
magnesium, carbonate, silicate, 
sodium, and sulphate. 

According to Dr 
Umaish, who recently lectured 
on the curative effects of the 


Dead Sea to a delegation of der¬ 
matologists from the Nordic Pso¬ 
riasis Association, the Dead Sea 
area is favored with an excep¬ 
tional climate. This is caused by 
the low elevation in this deep ba¬ 
sin and the low atmospheric hu¬ 
midity, which, along with high 
atmospheric pressure, produces a 
six to ten percent increase in ox¬ 
ygen. 

The area enjoys 335 sunny 
days a year, and has an atmos¬ 
pheric layer which filters out the 
majority of harmful UVB sun- 
rays and allows the penetration 
of curative UVA sunrays. Its in¬ 
tact ozone layer allows pro¬ 
longed and safe exposure to the 
sun, with tanning and minimal 
sunburn. 

This lake is unique. It is the 
lowest-lying sheet of water in 
the world, with a surface that lies 
almost 1300 feet (369 metres) 
below sea level, occupying 53 
miles of the deepest pan of the 
Great Rift valley. Due to a lack 
of outlets and a high evaporation 
rate, the sea has slowly shrunk, 
leaving extensive beds of salt, 
gypsum, and marl. 

This process thus formed the 
Usan, or "Tongue" peninsula, 
where one is dazzled by the 
breath- taking scene of crystal¬ 
lized minerals, shaped like 
mushrooms, and glistening in 



Muehroom-thaped crystallized mineral* In Usan area 


the sun like diamonds. It is from 
these that the precious ingre¬ 
dients of Dead Sea cosmetics are 
extracted, with the exception of 
the mud on the sea bed. 

Such a humble introduction 
does not give full credit to the 
Dead Sea as a historic, holy, and 
rich medical natural reservoir. Its 
curative effects, whether physi¬ 
cal or psychological, cannot be 
emphasized enough. Patients 


with skin problems such as pso¬ 
riasis, acne and eczema can be 
treated in charming surround¬ 
ings; a landscape that provides a 
haven of natural psychological 
therapy, especially for patients 
with stress-related skin com¬ 
plaints. 

Due to the valuable minerals 
in the Dead Sea, several Jordani¬ 
an companies have emerged, 
marketing a wide range of Dead 


Sea products. According to Mr 
Osama Qutaishat, a pharmacist 
and general manager of Univer¬ 
sal Salts Ltd. (C-Sal), his compa¬ 
ny’s products provide a chance 
for people who cannot come to 
the Dead Sea "to indulge in the 
warmth of nature in the privacy 
and comfort of their own 
homes," 

' Continued on page 11 






Benventuti In Giordania 
terra della Storia e del futuro 


Dalla (JPSC) La compagna Giordana Per I 
servizi di Pagamento, che e’forma ta e fonda- 
ta dell’unificazione di 5 Banche Giordane 
membrl della VISA internazionale. 

La JPSC e'autorizzata dalla 5 Banche di 
Lavorare, Trattare ed Ingrandire 
L’accetazione della VISA card in Giordania. 


Welcme to land of history and 
future 


(J.P.S.C) Jordan Payment Services Com¬ 
pany is founded by (5) five Jordanian Banks 
(Members of VISA), to .handle 1 and enhance 
the VISA card acceptance in Jordan on 
behalf. of th^ Banks. 
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F or thousands of 

years, visitors have 
come to Jordan for pleasure 
and business. We now invite 
you to see our ancient 
country while enjoying our 
modem cities Mid their 
comfortable hotels and 
conference facilities.. 
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Maw Industrie* now commercial!** Dead Sea salts 

Curative effects of the Dead 
Sea and related cosmetics 

Continued from page 10 


As for the Lisan Mineral Dead 
Sea Products Company, they 
confirm that both Cleopatra and 
the Queen of Sheba frequented 
the curative Dead Sea shores to 
take advantage of its beneficial 
effects, They also claim that eve¬ 
ryone can benefit from their 
range of conditioning hair sham¬ 
poos, combining legendary Dead 
Sea minerals with natural oils to 
revitalize the hair, Dead Sea bath 
salts and Dead Sea facial mud 
masks and scrubs, all produced 
from the Lisan peninsula area. 

Mr Qutaishat said of C-Sal 
that "in our. range of products we 
tend to be creative and exclu¬ 
sive, as we are the only company 
in the country that produces C- 
soap, which is made of 100 per¬ 
cent pure olive oil and Dead Sea 
salts. C-soap cleanses the skin 
and keeps it silky." C-Sal also 
produces bath salts with menthol, 
especially processed for patients 
who suffer from arthritis, back¬ 
ache or feetacho. Menthol bath 
salts also allow for total re¬ 
laxation, as menthol increases 
the potency of the product by. 
three to four times. Other C-sal 
products include ordinary Dead 
Sea bath salts and facial mud 
masks. "We are adamant On pro¬ 
ducing more products and our 
research never stops," Mr Qutai¬ 
shat added. 1 

Dr Umaish described the rea¬ 
son behind the relaxing effects ' 
of Dead Sea salts and minerals 
by saying that the specific high 
density of the-water caused by 
the salts allows the body to float 
:This helps in physiotherapy ex¬ 
ercises and exerts a relaxing ef¬ 
fect upon muscles and stiff' 
joints. Furthermore, : the high 
concentration of bromide gives a 
relaxing and sedative .effect, 
along with magnesium which 
produces anantl-allergic.effrct. 

Asfor the black mud extracted 
from the dead, sea bed, pr 
; .Umaish said ii. absorbs both salts 
.., and minerals and is rich in mag¬ 
nesium, This' In turn attracts suik: 
i niys due to ite cqltfr^ 


mask effect due to its compo¬ 
nents of silicates which produce 
a tightening effect on (he skin; 
thus Arming it and keeping its 
moisture. 

Miss Manal Shamali, a chemi¬ 
cal engineer and production 
manager at C-sal said, "Salts 
contained in mud masks possess 
an absorbent power which has a 
cleansing effect while attracting 
and retaining moisture. This 
causes long lasting hydration of 
tho dun. Minerals also assist in 
stimulating and strengthening 
the skin's natural repair process 
by nourishing and softening it. 
This helps it keep fresh and 
healthy. Usually glycerol is in¬ 
cluded in the composition with 
herbal extracts and honey to 
maintain a soft, pure skin," 

The Dead Sea is one of the 
few remaining places on earth 
that is pollution-free. This makes 
it a medical tourist attraction, ev¬ 
ident by the materialization of 
the German medical center at the 
site, which treats patients from 
all over the world. The success 
of Dead Sea products is also ap¬ 
parent by the cases of tourists 
and businessmen, filled with 
Dead Sea bath salts and mud 
containers. Idyllic scenes show 
tourists and patients sun-bathing 
on the shores, or floating in re¬ 
laxation in its waters with a mag¬ 
azine in hand. Other scenes 
show women covered from tip to 
too la its mud,- hoping to keep 
their skins firm and elastic and 
their faces wrinkle-free. 

Mr Qutaishat confirmed the 
popularity of Dead Sea products 
by exports fo the USA, Geima- 
f»y, .Switzerland, and other Euro¬ 
pean couritries; He also men- 
tioned his company's 
negotiations with a number of 
European firms-who wish to be 
exclusive agents. Such demand 
for Dead; Sea products confirms 
Dr Abedi's description of the re- 
J git* as The Living Sea" as op- 
posisd to the -Dead" Sea, piplr 
ing, in fact, that It is a sea where 
all of us receive life. .■/. 


A message from Royal Jordanian 
President & CEO 


Continued from page 8 

Jordan you shall witness a glo¬ 
rious heritage that has continu¬ 
ously inhabited this part of the 
world since the dawn of time. 
Jordan is rich in archaeological 
sites, so much so that it is said 
one can hardly dig a space into 
the ground anywhere in the 
country without unearthing 
history. 

Jordan has been blessed by 
being located in the cradle of 
civilization and on the cross¬ 
roads of ancient cultures; how¬ 
ever, It is also considered a land 
locked country. Due to this geo¬ 
graphical limitations, Jordan 
had to depend to a great extent 
on a certain mode of transpor¬ 
tation, and that is air transpor¬ 
tation. Therefore, when his Ma¬ 
jesty King Hussein, wanted the 
kingdom to have its own na¬ 


tional carrier back In 1963, he 
didn't want it to merely serve 
as a mode of transportation, 
but rather as a vital communi¬ 
cation link between Jordan and 
the rest of the world. 

Today Royal Jordanian is 
still following this path of ideol¬ 
ogy and continues to have a vi¬ 
tal role in developing various 
related industries. This namely 
includes the development of the 
tourism Industry which 
strengthens the possibility of 
people flow and creates an op¬ 
portunity for cultural ex¬ 
change. In retrospect, this is 
definitely witnessed at the com¬ 
mencement of operations to 
each of the various cities 
around the world. 

Twenty seven years ago, the 
first ever holy land air route 
connecting Jerusalem with 
Rome was inaugurated. Rome 


was chosen to be the ftret Eura. 
pean city to be served by Row 
Jordanian due to strong bistort, 
cal and religious ties. 

Today the route remains to 
be a true example of the dose 
cultural ties that has existed be! 
tween our peoples for cento- 
rles, with over 20,000 Italian 
tourists flocking into Jordan 
every year this relationship 
shall continue to flourfah with 
the exchange of thoughts. Your 
presence today In Jordan will 
only strengthen these ties and 
work on the establishment of 
even stronger binds. 

Thank you for choosing Jor- 
dan as a venue for your con¬ 
gress, wishing you all the suc¬ 
cess in your conference and i 
very pleasant stay In our coun- 
try Jordan. 

Mahmoud Jamal Balqez 
President and C£.0, 
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freedom 
now what? 

A bad start for a new age 


By Alexander Pumpianski 

in Moscow, Russia 


ALEXANDER VAMPILOV, a Soviet 
playwright whose works were prophetic 
and fete tragic (he drowned while swim¬ 
ming in Lake Baikal, near his home), 
once wrote a play entitled A Bitter 
Awakening. A sad parable of life in the 
Soviet Union, the action takes place in 
a police station full of drunks brought in 
off the streets. The station provides a 
perfect setting for the men and women 
to reflect on how their lives became so 
tragic when things seemed to be so 
good not long ago. 

The former Soviet Union is like a giant 
stage for A Bitter Awakening. Like the 
play’s characters, millions are quarrel¬ 
ing with each other, trying to understand 
what has happened to them. Yesterday’s 
euphoria has vanished without a trace. 

1 ‘Yesterday’ ’ refers to virtually every 
day since 1985—when the obscure but 
inspiring concept of perestroika first il¬ 
luminated our lives—including the one- 
day climax of August 21,1991, when pro- 
democracy forces crushed a brazen 
hardliners’ coup. On that day, we cele¬ 
brated the confirmation of a simple truth: 
liberty is invincible and people commit¬ 
ted to freedom are stronger than any 
tyrant, any army or any secret police. 

Another revolution occurred in this 
country of revolutions, but this time it 
was democratic and humane: commun¬ 
ism collapsed and the Communist Party 
that ruled for 70 years disappeared. The 
resistance to democratic reforms was 
overwhelmed and it looked as though 
everyone's dreams would soon come 
true: peoples of the Soviet empire would 
be free; the individual would enjoy hu- 
raan rights; society w>uld be reorganized 
m a civilized socioeconomic manner 
respectful of free enterprise and private 
ovmershipj and the consumer would at 
last experience die abundance of goods 
offered by the free market. The path to 
real reform was finally clear. 

■ But suddenly something went awry in 
“J? master plan and an avalanche start- 

Boris Ybltsin of Russia,, Leonid Krav- 
wujk at the Ukraine, and Sbushkevich of; 
Belarus held a meeting at a secluded 
wha in toe heart of the Byeforezhskaya 

■ femous for its mighty bfeons and 
dually nighty ypdka, tp announce the 
preapon of a'hriW community. They were 
jn sudi ahutry fo bury toe Soviet Union 

Precept Geprge 
‘rPumpiafodff is assoaateedib^; ! : 


The map of freedom, 1982 
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Partly free ^ 
Not free ■■ 


Bush about their intentions even before 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

The leaders accomplished this goal 
shortly after the Belarus meeting when 
at the end of December the Kazakhstan 
capital Alma-Ata hosted 11 leaders re¬ 
presenting all Soviet republics except 
the Baltic states and Georgia. They pro¬ 
nounced the Soviet Union dead and 
declared the existence of 15 indepen¬ 
dent states, 11 of which subsequently 
agreed to form a loosely-knit Common¬ 
wealth of Independent States (CIS). 

The Soviet president was not invited 
to Alma-Ata, signaling that there was no 
longer a place in the Kremlin for him. It 
was clear then that none of the new 
leaders cared to listen to what Gor¬ 
bachev had to say, except while he was 
delivering his resignation speech. 

But weren’t Russia's democrats, 
headed by the heroic Yeltsin, just last 
August fighting to reinstate Gorbachev 
as toe only legitimate leader pf the So¬ 
viet republic? When the reactionary 
putschists locked away Gorbachev in Ms 
Crimean dacha,.strippinghimofhis top- 
secret communication lines and the 
briefcase with nuclear attack codes, it 
was the democrats who crushed them 
and sent them to prison.in Moscow*^- 
only to later take the country awgy from 
the legitimate.presidentand divide It into 
,11 pieces. • ■ ’•••'. V \ V 

• The means by which the new power 
said good-bye to Gorbachev was ript an ■ 
exercise In good manners, to, say the 
■least. Yeltsin's eag^rness to more into; 
Gorbachev's offices in the Kremlinand : 
in the ,CPSU Central Committee head-,; 
quarters revealed that on top of recent 
cataclysms, a personal vendetta was at 
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: .^USSR may be dead. Borfr huts ; 
pfece-howprer, are 15 little Soviet jUn-, 
ions, riot 15 ,<i 6 mQcracies.:The ney xe- 
puta have ( dififerent regime? afidare 
Pachlobfeihgiil different dirertwns.ior 
guidance:: toe B^t^'are 

Ao!a« ohjfpa arp lrthk- ; 


ing to Turkey, Iran and Pakistan and are 
fervently embracing Islam. In Russia and 
the now democratic Ukraine, it is con¬ 
sidered good taste to be anticommunist. 

But despite Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kravchuk's best attempts, the 
Ukrainians are having trouble "over¬ 
looking” his brilliant career as head of 
the propaganda department of the Cen¬ 
tral Committee of the Ukrainian Com¬ 
munist Party, Central Committee secre¬ 
tary for ideology, and second secretary 
of the UCP Central Committee. 

In Uzbekistan, the Communist Party 
was officially cleared of all charges, in¬ 
cluding criminal ones. Many government 
and party leaders, convicted on bribery 
charges in the early days of perestroika 
when a gigantic network of corruption 
was exposed there, have now been ac¬ 
quitted. 

In ail cases, nationalism is the name 
of the game. As a reaction to the old im¬ 
perial pressure and as a manifestation of 
. national awareness, it is natural and un¬ 
derstandable. One: is worried, though, 
about the enthusiasm.displayed by the 
new nationalists, whooniy yesterday 
were internationalist and former party 
apparatchiks. 

The attitude toward ethnic minorities 
andV'aUens’ . is depressing. Karabakh 
has, already become a symbol of tragedy 
considering ■ the plight of its Armenian 
population; the massacred in Sumgait 
and Baku and tlte ' total eradication pf 
Armenians Itom'Azerbaijan and Azer- 
baijanis from Armenia are all deplorable. 
There is no ,longer a Big Brother in what 
the old ideologues used to caH“the 
.glorious family of the Soviet pebples/ 1 
■■ Lithuania had been courageously 
fighting against the Center’s dominance, 

; biit if foiefusing autonomy to its Polish 
dtizens who make tip a majority pf the 
pppulation-ih two region^; Acfoss. toe 
Baltics , Ru8 sian-speaking people; are 
?ei^nd-rate (Jtizens.There areahun- 
dtodwa^s fomaiitoj^ that 

they'are not ^tiptoe; v'H: , : !-i 


Perestroika may have put an end to 
the Cold Vhr, but the future of the former 
Soviet Union’s huge army has never been 
addressed, and now it is befog divided 
among the republics. Presidents of the 
newly independent states rush to de¬ 
clare themselves commanders-in-chief 
and demand that troops stationed in 
their republics swear allegiance to them. 

Soviet embassies abroad are being 
divided, too, which is a nearly impossi¬ 
ble task. How does one divide the em¬ 
bassy in Washington or Lusaka, for ex¬ 
ample, into 15 parts and then decide 
what portion Ttirkmenia should receive 
if Itirkmenia contributed just two per¬ 
cent of the former Soviet Union's total 
Gross National Product? None of the 
new leaders want to share the common 
foreign debt, but each new leader claims 
his portion of property and prestige. 

Meanwhile, ordinary citizens have 
something more basic to worry about— 
survival. 

Prices were Set free on January 2. 
Sinc e then, the price of bread has gone 
from 30 to 40 kopecks per loaf to two or ‘ 
three rubles, \bdka used to be 10 rubles; 
it now costs five times that. Infoqjensive 
brands of sausage were about eight ru¬ 
bles; now they are 8Q. Thxis are'deco¬ 
rated with stickers informing passengers 
that' the amount showrt on toe meter 
must be multiplied by 10 during the day,;- 
i and fey 15 at night. On New Yfear's Eve, 
Yeltsin declared a 90 percent wage hike 
for all state, employees, yet some food 
prices increased by 600 to liQOO per-, 
cent. The worst news is that shops re¬ 
main empty. ‘ 

The dawn of democracy is cloudy and 
its landscape gloomy. Does this : meari • 
that all efforts have been fo vain? Of 
course not. Wfe will bave to reject the 
illusion of quick recovery. What rriattera • 
is npt the euphoria of freedofo we ex¬ 
perienced last year but rather toe legacy 
-of our 70 year history, which has proved 
■harder,to.overcome than we had anti* 
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1 he surveys analyze factors such as fair and competitive , 

elections, individual and group freedoms and press freedom. 


Evolution upsets empires 

From nationalism to supranationalism 


donal federations. 

Evolution is not a sentimental affair. 
The changes it brings about are often 
painful. But we are given a choice: we 
can cooperate with the natural process, 


By Tarzie VirmcHi 

in Colombo, Sri Lanka 


-- uui. wc die given a unuice; we 

1 HERE IS A pattern to the shockwaves can cooperate with the natural process, 
that have circled the globe: the breakup even nudge it along and adapt,* or we can 
of empires reveals the burning desire for resist it and pay the price in blood and 
independence, destruction. 

Less than 100 years ago the world was The evolutionary process is the 
composed of a mass of disparate prin- “cause’ ’ of the breakup of the Soviet 
cipalities. Germany was not Germany Union, Much the same process is taking 
until Bismarck hammered the principali- place in India although no Indian wants 
ties into a national state. There was no to look at it boldly. Jawaharial Nehru and 
Italy until Cavour turned it into a national his associates thought of themselves as 
state. India was a subcontinent in which the "natural* * heirs of the British Raj 
several hundred groups distinguished by and proceeded with their centralized 
language, religion or ethnic origins lived, economic planning arid their imperial 
until the British put up their steel um- rule from Delhi. It was a manufactured 
brella over them and called it The R^j. monolith. • 

In Africa, there Were a few large cul- : A looser confederation formed out of 

tural and historical entities like Ethiopia; the seven states now comprising SARC 
but the national state; as a universal phe- (the Organization for South Asian 
nomenon is more recent. When the, Cooperation: Bangladesh, Bhutan, In- 
British, Frispeh, Belgians and Portu- dia, Pakistan, Nepal, the Maldives and 
guese liquidated their empires, the black Sri Larika) has been in the cards for 25. 
andbj^ inheritor insisted on the im- years,. But the subcontinental neighbors 
perial lands being passed on to them j must-be comfortable In their ift- 
“ . . * ' ' dependence before they can becomfor- 

But evolution is not linear, Jt creates.' tably interdependent. It will take a while 
divefsities put of unities and unities out before these subnationalisms realize 
diversities * This process was referred, 1 that; to be poetically and economically 
to in South Asian mythology as Brahma viable they will have to find new Con- 
breathing out and Brahma breaking fo ; ,federal relationships;' 
eyolutipu and devolution. New national^: 'That is % the process thathas been 
ities are beingformedout of the breakup; going,oft in vfesterh Europe over the 
Of empires, frying to cstobM Mrtte*,: mw.fi ars,JacquoriDeIora is abso^ 
titles while they are sunultaneously cori- ; iMtely; moment: tbWaiid a 

fronted fry outbreaks,.of; subnatioiial-: Eqtopean unionwith a common fcinen- 
ism.;At the samel time,.thesis si frond , ^ bd ’i supraiiatifrnai parliament is 
throughout the world fspring supfrina-; irreye^ibJe.[ ;; .. s i ;;r" 

• : rr—' w -'1; A 'Pfi beedto fe&rnatiQifaiisiri 


Wori.dTimls 


TTkipuniMundiauT 


/ TlhMluMUNniAL * 


>, mm/ 

"''o NA i 

Fresh perspectives 
from around the world on 
matters of global concern. 


It is not nationalism that is breaking out 
in a rash of violence but cultural sub¬ 
nationalism. 

One clear example of this is the con¬ 
cern for language. Human beings are 
distinguished from all other animals as 
language makers and are fearful of their 
languages being buried under the weight 
of a majority language, as the Thmils of 
Sri Lanka and the French-speaking peo¬ 
ple of Quebec have shown. Language is 
not just a currency to communicate 
messages like “pass the butter" or 
‘ ‘two beers please.’ * It is the repository 
of values, the idiom of dreams where the 
soul lives. This is the kind of identity 
value that is behind the subnationalist 
movements which have appeared at the 
breakup of the national phase of the 
evolution of political systems. 

Overall, there is another lesson to be 
learned from past and current history. 
The national state concept is new, as we 
have noted, but it dies hard. Why? Who 
keeps it alive? Now, in its regressive 
phase, it does not benefit the people. 
Most of the pervasive global problems 
of our time can be traced to the exist¬ 
ence of the national state well beyond its 
progressive lifespan: environmental 
degradation; population pressure; the 
rise of violent racism; the widening gap. 
between rich and poor nations; the 
stumbling, bumbling futility of the Uni¬ 
ted Nations* development programs— 
all this and more. 

Who benefits from the longevity of the 

national state? It is the small elites of 
Political and economic power who have 
a ,vested interest in. its continuance. 

\ Th^ 8tfug#e for power iri their own 
societies to enrich themselves. But 
evolution, the natural drive of change, 
what the Buddhjstd call the Great Life 
force* is omnipotent, omnipresent and 
“reversible. If we are wise enough to 
- : W 1 Wife demands, we may still undo 
; :^^^¥ ( ^s tiiat havebeeadcme 
*• W. tins planet. And pur race and ‘the 
■Owpr teingsonEtu^ * ; 
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Cooperation’s new agenda 

Despite troubling tremors, coexistence rules the day 









By Bhaskar Menon 

in New York, USA 

THE END OF the Cold War and the ad¬ 
vance of democracy around the world 
have given new strength to the historic 
trend toward international cooperation. 
For example: 

• W)rld leaders will gather in Brazil in 
June for the Earth Summit, which will 
raise international cooperation to new 
peaks concerning environmental protec¬ 
tion and economic development; 

• The Uruguay Round of negotiations 
to improve the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) will open to an 
unprecedented degree opportunities for 
international trade if the question of 
agricultural subsidies can be resolved; 

• Some countries have agreed to reveal 
sensitive national security information 
so that the United Nations can begin this 
year to accumulate an official register of 
trade in conventional weapons; 

Bhaskar Menon is the editor of International 
Documents Review, a weekly newsletter 
on the UN. 


® The UN General Assembly has ap¬ 
proved a plan under which the UN will 
gather social and political information 
from inside countries to get early warn¬ 
ing of impending emergencies and take 
preventive action. 

A century ago there were only a hand¬ 
ful of international organizations, and 
most of them were designed to ensure 
common technical standards in member 
countries on weights and measures and 
application of new technologies such 
as railways, steamships, and Samuel 
Morse's telegraph. Tbday, there are over 
3,000 organizations with two or more 
member countries and they deal with 
everything from arid-land research to 
zookeeping. | 

Only a few decades ago many coun-! 
tries would have rejected as too intrusive 
the modem levels of cooperation. Even 
today, many developing countries fear 
cooperation involves loss of sovereignty 
to richer and more powerful states. But 
there is a general acknowledgement that 
there is an unstoppable trend toward in¬ 
ternational responsibility in areas once 
considered entirely national affairs. 

If the first generation of international 
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Eleanor Roosevelt In 1949: the dream Is closer to reality. 
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organizations was technical, the second 
generation was created to seek coopera¬ 
tive answers to new problems, such as 
unbridled competition among European 
countries and the rising demands of the 
industrial working class. 'Typical of these 
were the League of Nations and the In¬ 
ternational Labor Organization, both of 
which carried cooperation far beyond 
anything previously attempted. The 
League failed because countries nego¬ 
tiated on political issues but acted with 
abandon in the struggle for economic 
power, leading to the Great Depression, 
mass misery, the rise of fascism and 
VforldWhrIL 

The third generation of cooperative 
organizations—the UN and its specializ¬ 
ed agencies—grew out of that experi¬ 
ence. The International Monetary Fund 
and the Wbrld Bank were created to en¬ 
sure broad economic cooperation. The 
GATT aimed at lowering national bar¬ 
riers to trade. The UN itself focused on 
securing peace and on monitoring world 
trends, from human rights to population 
growth. While the Gold Wax limited 
security action, international coopera¬ 
tion continued in other areas. 

The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights set the first international stan¬ 
dards. The moral force of this declara¬ 
tion was then translated into,conventions 
requiring countries which signed to in¬ 
corporate toe standards into their legal 
systems. Far more than expected, these 
standards percolated through even 
despotic regimes. The law on outer 
spade and toe law of toe seas were ma¬ 
jor advances. 

:/ With thfrlifting of restraints imposed 
by the Cold War, countries $re fairing, 
stock of new rieeds-for cooperative ac¬ 
tion and the UN is making major adjust-, 
ments—in sortie areas, even reconcep-, 
tualking its, role. There are now more 
than-50'UN special agencies arid pito- • 1 
grams, and; they are, reforming them ■*; 
selves ‘ a? never before, both to dire 
rampantbureaucracy aqd to respond to . 
growing demands for cooperative ac¬ 
tion—for dfartipie, more coherent sys--; 
terns toprtvetit crime.afrd fightpoverty.!. 
ritod^^wrldnw bemwfag 
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The list of those asserting separate 
identities within national borders is 
long: the African Americans in the 
US, the Irish Catholics in Britain, the 
native Indians in Canada, the Basques 
in Spain, the Kurds in Iraq, the Sindhis 
in Pakistan, the Kashmiris in India, 
the Tibetans in China, the Thmils in Sri 
Lanka, and so on. 

When expressed violently, these con¬ 
cepts can destroy national societies and 
threaten international peace and securi¬ 
ty, as is the case now in parts of Eastern 
Europe, Africa and Asia. At some future 
point, such assertiveness might soften 
to permit international cooperation, but 
their immediate effect is to throw a 
monkey wrench into the works. 

A less noticed factor, but one that is 
perhaps more potent, is the failure of 
countries and other groups to confront 
the widening gap between rich and 
poor nations. For instance, toe fact that 
major developed countries are owed 
$1.3 trillion by developing countries is 
as much a disability of the lending coun¬ 
tries as it is of the debtors. Yet, there 
has been no real effort to solve the prob¬ 
lem because it gives affluent countries 
“leverage.” 

The agricultural subsidies dispute 
which is now stalling the current Uru¬ 
guay Round of trade talks is, at its most 
basic level, a question of national se¬ 
curity. Many countries do not want to be 
dependent on others for their food. So 
they provide artificial economic incen¬ 
tives to keep their farmers in business, 
creating a host of economic inefficien¬ 
cies and, finally, : a generally higher level 
of national insecurity. ! • . 

A third area in which statecraft fags 
behind current international realities is. 
.toe use of military power. The conflicts 
surrounding the Persian .Gulf giye. a 
variety^of examples of the misuse of 
military power. The tug-of-war over the 
remnante of toe former Soviet Ked Ar¬ 
my and its piecemeal dMsipri fry newly 
formed nations is a|so unsettling. ,The. 
states involved have been motivated by 
• outdated concepts of self-faterest. Iftfrat 
is allowed to continue* there is every 
; danger that.the worl£ qqiijd lUrch mtp 
Another disastrous period or tension ed 
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Chic kids promote local 
designs for charity 

By Kale Daniels 

Star Staff Writer 

IS YOUR child a dedicated follower of fashion? If so, then the 
place to be seen will be the Amman Marriott Hotel this April, 
for a special children's fashion show. Originally scheduled for 
earlier in the year but cancelled due to the weather conditions, 
the fashion show will get the royal mark of approval under the 
patronage of HRH Princess Tag hrid Mohammad. 

Besides being a chance to catch up on the spring season's 
styles, the show will serve as a fund-raising event, and Marriott 
general manager Mr Francis Keenan has pledged that all pro¬ 
ceeds will go towards children's libraries on Jabal Bani Hami- 
da. 

Around 60 kids between the ages of three and 14 will be tak¬ 
ing to the catwalk, modelling the collections of three promi¬ 
nent local designers: Lina-Lana Burgan, Zein Khasawneh and 
Hana Sadiq Bcraudo. 

Miss Lina Mouasher, coordinator of the event, explained the 
reasons for selecting these designers: "We specifically wanted 
local talent. We, as Jordanians, have a lot of creative people 
who do some really marvelous work” 

The show will be opened with Lina-Lana's balhwear collec¬ 
tion, comprising bathrobes, slippers, nightwear and washbags. 
Her garments have been described as "stepping into the rain¬ 
bow of tradition", combining conventional cotton towelling 
. and Eastern striped Soya fabric. 

, Next up will be the Eastern designs of Hana Beiaudo, who 
aims to 1 let Jordanian children enjoy their heritage" with her 
collection of baggy linen trousers, short Jackets and silver ac¬ 
cessories. "Hana concentrates mostly on plain colors,'' said 
Miss Mouasher, "yet can bring plain material to life with her 
beautiful embellishments." 

Hie closing collection will be the work of Zein Khasawneh, 
a long established children's designer who incorporates diverse 
materials and exotic oriental patterns into her garments. Her 
collection will include traditional items such as embroidered 
signature jackets along with modem designs. "By blending 
EaBtem elegance with western ease, we hope to show that our 
heritage and designs can be both attractive and practical for 
children," said Miss Mouasher. 

All stage decorations for the show will be designed by the 
Bani Hamlda women themselves, and will unveil a number of 
their exciting new nig designs. "It's time to encourage and pro¬ 
mote local products, said Miss Mouasher. "We export these 
designs, which is proof of their good quality. Why should we 
assume that goods from outside are better?" 

She is enthusiastic that the show, which has been fully chore- 
ograohed to a musical backing, will be sensational. "The over- 
ai blend of the music, the stage design and the clothing itself 
will present an exmdsite picture of our children in the future," 

!&!&£& tal designers ' 

■'“to* win be held at the Amman Marriott 
11 April at live pm. Tickets JD10 — all proceeds 
? ° r "* ni Hamlda. For farther info, can Marriott 

on oeuiog, . - - • 




TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. Can't Stop this Thing 
We Started, Bryan Ad¬ 
ams, A&M 

2. Cream, Prince and the 
N.P.G., Warner Bros. 

3. Real Real Real, Jesus 
Jones, SBK 

4. Romantic, Karyn 
White, Warner Bros. 

5. When a Man Loves a 
Woman, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

6. O.P.P., Naughty By 
Nature, Tommy Boy 

7. Emotions, A/ariah 
Carey, Columbia 

8. It’s So Hard to Say 
Goodbye to Yesterday, 
Boys II Men, Tommy Boy 

9. Do Anything, Statural 
Selection, EastWest, 

10. Set the Night to Mu¬ 
sic, Roberta Flack/Maxi 
Priest, Atlantic 

TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1. Dangerous, Michael 
Jackson, Epic 

2. Achtung Baby. U2> 
Island 

3. Too Legit to Quit, 
Hammer, Capitol 

4. Unforgettable, Natalie 
Cole, Elektra 

6. Time, Love and Ten¬ 
derness, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

6. Cooleyhighharmony, 
Boys II Men, Motown 

7. Nevermind, Nirvana, 
Geffen 

8. Metalllca, Metallica, 
Elektra 

9. Use Your Illusion'll, 
Guns N" Roses, Geffen 

10. We Can't Dance, 
Genesis, Atlantic 

TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

1. Terminator 2: Judg¬ 
ment Day, A. Schwarzen- 

Linda Hamilton, 
Live Home Video (R- 1991 ) 

2. Naked Gun 2 1/2: The 
Smell of Fear, Leslie 
Nielsen, PriciUa Presley, 
Paramount Home Video 
(PG-13-1091) 

3. Backdraft, Kurt Rus¬ 
sell, Robert De Niro 
MCA/Univeraal Home 
Video (R-1991) 

4. The Silence of the 
Lambs, Jodie Foster, An- 

Hopkins, Orion 
Home Video (R-1991) 

6. City Slickers, Billy 
Crystal, Daniel Stern, Co¬ 
lumbia TriStar Home Vid¬ 
eo |PG-13-1991) 

■6. fX 2:‘The Deadly De¬ 
lusion, Bryan Brown, Bri- 

0rion Home 
Video (PQ-13-1991) 
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=VIDEOVIEW 

By Jay Bobbin 

(Ratings for each film begin with an “asterisk" 
rating — one meaning “poor,” four meaning ‘‘excel¬ 
lent" — followed by the Motion Picture Association of 
America rating, and then by a family-viewing guide 
the key for which appears below.) 

STARTING THIS WEEK: "DOUBLEIMPACT" 
(Coinmbiu/Tri-Star, $92.86): For those who just can't 
get enough of action star Jean-Claude Van Damme 
lie’s in evidence twice as much in this action saga* 
casting him as identical twins drawn hack together 
after years of separation to avenge the slayings of their 
parents. It’s fun to watch the game ns Van Damme 
tries to pul] off the nuances of the two different 
personalities. ** (R: AS, P, V) 

" PURE Z^r/T’(MCA/Universal, $91.95): Basical¬ 
ly a parody of the “Lethal Weapon” formula of mis¬ 
matched crimefighters on a trickv case, this mildly 
amusing comedy-adventure just happens to cast 
Weapon s Danny Glover as an experienced detective 
reluctantly teamed with a total klutz (the ever-humor- 
ous Martin Short) in the search for a kidnapped 
heiress (“L.A. Law’s” Sheila Kelley). ** (PG: AS, P, 

"IRONMAZE”( Academy, $89.95): Co-produced by 
ever-controversial filmmaker Oliver (“JFK”) Stone, 
this melodramatic Japanese and American co-produc- 
tion — arriving on video an extremely short Lime after 
its theatrical run - casts Jeff (“Body Parts”) Fahey as 
a man who might pay very dearly for his passionate 
involvement with a married woman (Bridget Fonda) 
on foreign shores. ** (R; AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: "NOTSHOTS!"{Vox, $94.98): One 
oflaBt year s top hits, this comedy from director Jim 
Abrahams — part of the “Naked Gun' , -“Airplane F " 
team - regaleB in sending up military movies of the 
past especially “Top Gun.” Charlie Sheen plavs an ace 
pilot involved in a top-secret mission, with Lloyd 
ridges providing great support as his commander; 
AS Gohno and Jon Cryer also star. +** (PG-13: 

[’LIFE STINKS" (MGM/UA, $94.99): Though not 
quite up ^level of his no-holds-barred satires like 
Blazing Saddles and “Young Frankenstein,” this 
comedy still lets director and star Mel Brooks milk 

SM? a i U ? h u fn j m its P remiao - Hi a “Trading 
Places -like plot, he plays a wealthy man out to win a 

bet by becoming a street person for a month; Lesley 
Ann Warren also appears. (PG-13: AS. P V) 

08 the «ba° ,ut ® truth about its subjects, this 

Pfln^fln? P r e8enta - tion of the y° un K 0r years of several 
n w entertaining in a very slick wav. 

and Ph J25? P S! y ; R,d l ard G L rieco ’ Costa8 Mandylor 

crimSSSi-R SUtC Q, aCt ? Ut th ® r00ta such famous 
criminals as Bugsy Siegel - sorry, Warren Beatty - 

and Lucky Luoiano. ** (R; AS. P. V) * 

Feh°im 1, A G S °°? ! (Columbia/Tri-Star, 

fSJS- A aav P dog ib the title star of this family- 

hutntS e m d e y ™.^ h G) C,ndy W11Hama —* the 
DEAcrnmorli babysitter? 
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Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian. 641271/2 

Australian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.674750 

Bahrain... 664148 

Belgian .. 675683 

Bulgarian.........818151 

Canadian. 666124 

Chilean... 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.677559 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French... 641273/4 

German.689351 


Greek.. 

.672331 


.816614 


.637262 

Iraqi .. 

. 639331 

.638185 

Consulate Gen. 

Ireland.. 630878 
.672486/7 


.665107 


.675135/8 

Libyan . 

.6661i8 


Lebanese . 641381, 

Moroccan.641451 1 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani.622787 

PalcsLme.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Phillipincs. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qaiari.644331/2 

Romanian ..667738 

Saudi Arabian. 814154 

South Korean .660745/6 

Spanish ....622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA.669194/8 

(Taiwan).671530 

UNICEF.. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka. 645312 


Airlines 


Arab Air Cargo.674191/95 

Aeroflot...641510 

Air Francp..666055 / 667824 

Air India .675888/9 

A »r Lanka .655377/651799 

Alitalia. 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.....894484 

Austrian Airlincs..637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways .641430 

China Airlines.637380 

Cathay Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air...;...... 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air.653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines ..639295 

Jbeda...637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air Line...630879 

K-LM ............622175 

Korean,Ablings... 676624/662236 
Kuwaiti Airlines..;:.630144 

. 601744 

Malaysian, Airline.639575/653446 

M-E.A... 636104 

Olympic..,;... 630125/638433 

PIA ..625981 

PhilHtjplna Airlines 670155 

Airlines..625981 

.. 641430/655447. 

, .. Jordanian.,.. 678321 

abena. Belgian: Airlines.. 675888 

audia^...^.',,. ,639333 

candmaviah Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore Airlines.. 67617.7 

Sutfait Airfines...,.,.;.....!. 662111 


amines...,............. oozt 11 

Sw ss Air (G,Si A-) ...-..,642943 

Swiss VAirL....;;.-.,,. 629831 

^wrAItm ;;.622147, 


ft -."■Air.,,.. . ...,j 622147, 

ARCOMr Romani kn.......637380 

;ans World Akline ........623430 

f»kkh Airlines. ..^4.-... 659102. 
etnenu Airways............ ,628175 

Yugoslav Airlih^ .... P : 6049U 


Diary 


Activities 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre .. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y-W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.,., 834555 


Rent-a-car 


Shakhshir. 668958 

Al-Jabal .606669 

Kada .665161/665153 

Al-Labadi.813554 

National.639197/8 

Ncbo. 816792 

Petra. 605501 

Rabbit Amman. 672424 

Al-Rimal...639861 

Al-Samer.771707 

Salclitc.625767/621471 

Star.. 604904 

Tigar. 671931 

Trust. 673312 

Al-Waha .674105 

Abu Dcggc.644642/644906 

Amin Jarrar (Avis). 670498 

Amman. 666327 

Arabian.641350 

Avis-Jarrar..08/51000 

Budget .604230 

De'as. 669970 

Dirani .660601 

Europcar.601350/80 

Gbncral Services.674100 

Gulf.. 660902 


Cinemas 


Concord. 

. 677420 

Rainbow. 

Plaza .... 

. 625155 

. 674111 

Philadelphia. 

. 634144 

Nijoum. 

. 675571 


Sports Clubs | 

Al Hussein Sports City...,, 667181 

Orthodox Club. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess Club. 673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Assoc.676990 


Hotels 


Amman 

Crown. 

Philadelphia. 

.798181 

. 663100 

Marriott... 

... 660100 


. 660000 


fifiSnQ4 

InterContinental. 

Ambassador. 

. 641361 

.... 665186 
.665181 

Middle East. 

. 667150 

. 661121 

Tychc . 

.661114 

.... 841712 


. 8H801 

Alia Gateway. 

Antra . 

Plaza . 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 
. 674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday Int'l.... 

.312426 


.314340 


. 314131 


.313521 




..314091 

■ ■ ■ i 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemoratc..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid. 271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance.193,775111 

Amman fire bridgadc.19S 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuco.630341 

Police rescue. 621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi M atemily.644281/6 

Akleh Maternity...642441/2 

Jabal Amman Malcmily... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636141 

Palestine, Shmcisani.664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali. 664164/6 

Hdian-Al-Muliajrccn.....777101 /3 
Al-Bashir, Ashrafieh....7751ll/26 

Army, Marka..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital.. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan......774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints... 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Tolcpltone Information.121 

Jordan and Middle Bnst calls... 10 
Repair service....623101 


o 


Star 


fi Jordan's polltloal, economic 
Wkmm and cultural weekly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Algeria..-.213 

Aracnlina. 54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia......61 

- Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3. 

Pqrth9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 43 

Vienna 222 . „„„ 

Bahrain.. 973 

Belgium. 32 

Antwerp3 ; 

Brussels 2 ; 

Brazil.. ...■■55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazllliafil 

Bulgaria....•*. »9 

Sofia 2 ' 

■Canada..., * 

Ottawa 613. 5 

Chile..56 

■Santiago 2 1 . „ 

Cyprus....... ..r “ 

Nicosia 21 , ;J . 

Czechoslovakia..,.. 42 

Prague2 _ 

Denmark ...y 

Copenhagen (Inner) l 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 1 ^ : 

Ecuador,.,' 

Quito 2 5 • j 0 

, Egypt...■ 

. 'Cairb2v " ;j ’■ Vj ‘ 

., 

■ oSStSi 1 

Finland......, 

Helsinki0 V ■/ •: ; ; ... . ■ 

‘Fraftce 

i" I . :' v 


•.'■ y.i■. v , ' >. v 

Paris 1 si 

Germany W.... 49 

Bonn 288 .* ■ 

Greece.... 30 

■ Athens/Pirseus 1 , : 

India. 91 

1 . Banglore 812.. 

New Delhi 11- 

Bombay 22 . ■ ; ; 

And all cities with area codes be- ■, 
ginning with 1,2^,4,5,6,7, & 8. ; 

Indonesia...... 6 i 

• Jakarta 21 ' - 

Italy ......-39 

'• .Rome 6 : _ ' 

. Iraq.,,.--—...'. . 

B«gM«n , ; , ■■■■'■ , .: 

jBCBJliim.... V J 

. .Tokyo3 

Kenya.,...254 • 

' Nairobi 2 V : . 1 

Kuwait.....'......... i; 

Korea........ i i *... - ■ 82 ; 

' Seoul 2 * '■' • : : ’ . 

Libya. 1 .. .... i.«M. 218 

.'.-.Tripoli21 ;• ■ ■ 

. Beirut 1r ; ■ • 

■ Malaysia...:.......»v7rM | .<.v—.v-v p-,... 

Kualauimpur3 : . 

Mexico ..«...i,...,ii.,. 52 j , 

'Mexico City 5 r ; . ' : - .. 

■ Mfeito: 

jjtabat:7 ; ‘ 

1 JNotbsrjands ( ■--vv- •,« > -i31._i * 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam-10 

North Yemen.,.i..;. '.. 

AlBaydafi - 
Hodeicjah 3 
' Sanaa5. . - 
Tut 4 1 

Nigeria...,;....,. 

Lagos l 

Norway..;..... 

Oslo 2 

Oman;. 

Pakistan......;....,.,.,.... 

Karachi-21 ' 

1 Lahore 42/ . 

^Peshawar 521 
’• Rawalplndi/Islamabhd 51 

Paraguay.;;. iu .,.... 

Asuncion 54 ■ ■ 

Peru.,..... 

Uma 14 ; .. 

.Philippines... 

Warsaw,22 . ’ 

Q atar.. . ., 

Romania... 

1 Bucharest 0- 

Saudi Arabia .... 

: Al-Khobhr3 
' Al-Madina!4 '■ 
Dammam 3 
; Jeddah2 '" i 
Meccai : -- ■ • • 
Riyadhi:\:;:-j ; =,,.; 

; Spain;;, 

Barcelona 3 . 

.'.''■Madrid'l i-": ■" r "*• 


*18 

,.;. k 974 
.Li.,40 

.966 


THE STAR 11 


Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4 th to 18th centuries). The Roman 
Theatre, Amman. Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round.Closed 
Tuesdays.Td: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities or Jordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m -5 p.m.). Closed Tues- 


Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem- 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists. Muniazah. Jabal 
Welbdeh. Hours 10a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
ClosedTucsdays.Tcl. 630128. 
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